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One of The Economist's Best Books of the Year

A gripping, meticulously researched account of Lenin’s fateful 1917 rail journey from Zurich to
Petrograd, where he ignited the Russian Revolution and forever changed the world

In April 1917, as the Russian Tsar Nicholas II’s abdication sent shockwaves across war-torn Europe, the
future leader of the Bolshevik revolution Vladimir Lenin was far away, exiled in Zurich. When the news
reached him, Lenin immediately resolved to return to Petrograd and lead the revolt. But to get there, he
would have to cross Germany, which meant accepting help from the deadliest of Russia’s adversaries.
Millions of Russians at home were suffering as a result of German aggression, and to accept German aid?or
even safe passage?would be to betray his homeland. Germany, for its part, saw an opportunity to further
destabilize Russia by allowing Lenin and his small group of revolutionaries to return.

Now, in Lenin on the Train, drawing on a dazzling array of sources and never-before-seen archival material,
renowned historian Catherine Merridale provides a riveting, nuanced account of this enormously
consequential journey?the train ride that changed the world?as well as the underground conspiracy and
subterfuge that went into making it happen. Writing with the same insight and formidable intelligence that
distinguished her earlier works, she brings to life a world of counter-espionage and intrigue, wartime
desperation, illicit finance, and misguided utopianism.

When Lenin arrived in Petrograd’s now-famous Finland Station, he delivered an explosive address to the
impassioned crowds. Simple and extreme, the text of this speech has been compared to such momentous
documents as Constantine’s edict of Milan and Martin Luther’s ninety-five theses. It was the moment when
the Russian revolution became Soviet, the genesis of a system of tyranny and faith that changed the course of
Russia’s history forever and transformed the international political climate.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Antonucci:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive currently, people have
do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice through
surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading. Yeah,
by reading a book your ability to survive increase then having chance to remain than other is high. For you
personally who want to start reading the book, we give you this specific Lenin on the Train book as
beginning and daily reading book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Jenifer Bell:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the name Lenin on the
Train suitable to you? The book was written by popular writer in this era. Often the book untitled Lenin on
the Trainis a single of several books which everyone read now. This book was inspired many people in the
world. When you read this guide you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know before. The author
explained their concept in the simple way, so all of people can easily to recognise the core of this e-book.
This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the
world within this book.

Danny Jarosz:

The reserve with title Lenin on the Train posesses a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a
lot of help after read this book. This specific book exist new know-how the information that exist in this
guide represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to learn how the
improvement of the world. That book will bring you with new era of the the positive effect. You can read the
e-book with your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Gerald Velasco:

Many people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a publication. They are directly felt it when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose often the book Lenin on the Train to make your personal
reading is interesting. Your skill of reading proficiency is developing when you like reading. Try to choose
easy book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the idea about book and looking at especially. It is
to be initial opinion for you to like to start a book and read it. Beside that the e-book Lenin on the Train can
to be a newly purchased friend when you're feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of this time.
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