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Capoeira, a Brazilian battle dance and national sport, has become popular all over the world. First brought to
Brazil by African daves and first documented in the late eighteenth century, capoeira has undergone many
transformations as it has diffused throughout Brazilian society and beyond, taking on a multiplicity of
meanings for those who participate in it and for the societiesin which it is practiced. In this book, Maya
Talmon-Chvaicer combines cultura history with anthropological research to offer an in-depth study of the
development and meaning of capoeira, starting with the African culturesin which it originated and
continuing up to the present day.

Using awealth of primary sources, Talmon-Chvaicer analyzes the outlooks on life, symbols, and rituals of
the three major cultures that inspired capoeira—the Congolese (the historic area known today as Congo-
Angola), the Y oruban, and the Catholic Portuguese cultures. As she traces the evolution of capoeirathrough
successive historical eras, Talmon-Chvaicer maintains adual perspective, depicting capoeiraasit was
experienced, observed, and understood by both Europeans and Africans, aswell as by their descendants. This
dual perspective uncovers many covert aspects of capoeirathat have been repressed by the dominant
Brazilian culture.

Thisrich study reclaims the African origins and meanings of capoeira, while also acknowledging the many
ways in which Catholic-Christian culture has contributed to it. The book will be fascinating reading not only
for scholars but also for capoeira participants who may not know the deeper spiritual meanings of the
customs, amulets, and rituals of this jogo da vida, "game of life."
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From reader reviews:
Willie Long:

The book The Hidden History of Capoeira: A Collision of Cultures in the Brazilian Battle Dance give you a
sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. Y ou need to use to make your capable considerably more
increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem together with
your subject. If you can make looking at a book The Hidden History of Capoeira: A Collision of Culturesin
the Brazilian Battle Dance for being your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your current
capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. Y ou can know everything if you like available
and read a book The Hidden History of Capoeira: A Collision of Culturesin the Brazilian Battle Dance.
Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think
about this e-book?

Brian Wilson:

Reading a book can be one of alot of pastime that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
and so. There are alot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a e-book will give you alot of new
information. When you read a book you will get new information simply because book is one of many ways
to share the information or even their idea. Second, reading through a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially fictional works book the author will bring one to imagine
the story how the personas do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to some others. When you
read this The Hidden History of Capoeira: A Collision of Culturesin the Brazilian Battle Dance, you can
tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours reserve. Y our knowledge can inspire different ones,
make them reading a e-book.

Lucy Fletcher:

Reading a book to get new life stylein this year; every people lovesto read a book. When you examine a
book you can get alot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, because book
has alot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you have
read. If you wish to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself you can read afiction books, these us novel, comics, as well as soon. The The Hidden
History of Capoeira: A Collision of Culturesin the Brazilian Battle Dance provide you with anew
experience in examining a book.

Thomas Baier:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This particular book The Hidden History of Capoeira: A Collision of
Culturesin the Brazilian Battle Dance was colorful and of course has pictures on there. Aswe know that
book The Hidden History of Capoeira: A Collision of Culturesin the Brazilian Battle Dance has many kinds
or category. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think that

PDF File: The Hidden History of Capoeira: A Collision of Culturesin the Brazilian Battle Dance... 3



you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers you feel
happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading that.
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