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In this entertaining cultural history of British comic papers and magazines, James Chapman shows how
comics were transformed in the early twentieth century from adult amusement to imaginative reading matter
for children.

Beginning with the first British comic, Ally Soper—known as“ A Selection, Side-splitting, Sentimental, and
Serious, for the Benefit of Old Boys, Y oung Boys, Odd Boys generally, and even Girls’—British Comics
goes on to describe the heyday of comicsin the 1950s and ' 60s, when titles such as School Friend and Eagle
sold amillion copies aweek. Chapman also analyzes the major genres, including schoolgirl fantasies and
sports and war stories for boys; the development of a new breed of violent comicsin the 1970s, including the
controversial Action and 2000AD; and the attempt by American publisher, Marvel, to launch a new hero for
the British market in the form of Captain Britain. Considering the work of important contemporary comic
writers such as Alan Moore, Grant Morrison, lan Edginton, Warren Ellis, and Garth Ennis, Chapman’s
history comes right up to the present and takes in adult-oriented comics such as Warrior, Crisis,
Deadline,and Revolver, and aternative comics such as Viz.

Through alook at the changing structure of the comic publishing industry and how comic publishers, writers,
and artists have responded to the tastes of their consumers, Chapman ultimately argues that British comics
are distinctive and different from American, French, and Japanese comics. An invaluable reference for all
comic collectors and fans in Britain and beyond, British Comics showcases the major role comics have
played in the imaginative lives of readers young and old.
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From reader reviews:
Dana Gallo:

Here thing why this particular British Comics: A Cultura History are different and reliable to be yours. First
of all studying abook is good nonetheless it depends in the content of it which isthe content is as
scrumptious as food or not. British Comics: A Cultural History giving you information deeper since different
ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no e-book that similar with British Comics: A
Cultural History. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing that will
happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like
in playground, café, or even in your means home by train. In case you are having difficultiesin bringing the
printed book maybe the form of British Comics: A Cultural History in e-book can be your alternative.

Jane Abraham:

Often the book British Comics: A Cultural History will bring you to the new experience of reading some sort
of book. The author styleto elucidate the ideais very unique. In case you try to find new book to read, this
book very suited to you. The book British Comics: A Cultural History is much recommended to you you just
read. Y ou can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Donald Foster:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with friendsis thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you aready been ride on and with addition info. Even you love British Comics: A Cultural History,
you could enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still want to missit? What kind of hangout type
isit? Oh come on its mind hangout people. What? Still don't buy it, oh come onits referred to as reading
friends.

Roy Jordan:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-book
method, more simple and reachable. This particular British Comics: A Cultural History can give you alot of
friends because by you investigating this one book you have point that they don't and make you more like an
interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get success. This book offer you
information that might be your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than additional make you to be
great folks. So , why hesitate? Let us have British Comics: A Cultural History.
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