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The Alchemy of Paint is a critique of the modern world, which Spike Bucklow sees as the product of
seventeenth-century ideas about science. In modern times, we have divorced color from its origins, using it
for commercial advantage. Spike Bucklow shows us how in medieval times, color had mystical significance
far beyond the enjoyment of shade and hue.

Each chapter demonstrates the mindset of medieval Europe and is devoted to just one color, acknowledging
its connections with life in the pre-modern world. Colors examined and explained in detail include a
midnight blue called ultramarine, an opaque red called vermilion, a multitude of colors made from metals, a
transparent red called dragonsblood, and, finally, gold.

Today, “scarlet” describes a color, but it was originally a type of cloth. Henry VI's wardrobe accounts from
1438 to 1489 show that his cheapest scarlet was £14.2s.6d. and that scarlets could fetch up to twice that
price. In the fifteenth century, a mid-priced scarlet cost more than two thousand kilos of cheese or one
thousand liters of wine. This expense accounts for the custom of giving important visitors the "red carpet
treatment."

The book looks at how color was “read” in the Middle Ages and returns to materials to look at the hidden
meaning of the artists' version of the philosopher's stone. The penultimate chapter considers why everyone
has always loved gold.

Spike Bucklow is a conservation scientist working with oil paintings at the Hamilton Kerr Institute in
Cambridge.
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From reader reviews:

Tracie Wright:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or info even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Alchemy of Paint: Art,
Science and Secrets from the Middle Ages is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world.
Why, as this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Anna Lewis:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a guide you will get new information because book is one of several ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you more imaginative. When you reading a
book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how the people
do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this The Alchemy
of Paint: Art, Science and Secrets from the Middle Ages, it is possible to tells your family, friends and also
soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a guide.

Stacy Knarr:

The reserve untitled The Alchemy of Paint: Art, Science and Secrets from the Middle Ages is the guide that
recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to you. The
language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of
analysis when write the book, so the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You
also will get the e-book of The Alchemy of Paint: Art, Science and Secrets from the Middle Ages from the
publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

David Saenz:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Alchemy of Paint: Art, Science
and Secrets from the Middle Ages reserve written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make
book that may be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written inside good manner for you,
dripping every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still uncertainty The
Alchemy of Paint: Art, Science and Secrets from the Middle Ages as good book but not only by the cover
but also with the content. This is one book that can break don't assess book by its deal with, so do you still
needing an additional sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already
told you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.
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