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Throughout the last 100 years, Syria has been a crucial hub of Middle Eastern events. As the birth place and
'pulsating heart' of Arab nationalism, and as the object of colonial and regional ambitions, Syria has been
transformed into a regional power exerting influence over its neighbors. Now available in paperback, this
unique bestseller sheds new light on the recent history and current politics and policies of this important
Middle Eastern country. Author Itamar Rabinovich is uniquely qualified to take a panoramic view of Syria's
modern history and contemporary politics. As a scholar, he spent 35 years studying Syria in diplomatic
archives and through the range of sources. As a diplomat, he was Yitzhak Rabin's chief negotiator with Syria
and Israel's ambassador to Washington, and thus a key participant in some of the events addressed in the
book. This enlarged second edition includes a new introduction, as well as two new chapters on the Israeli-
Syrian-American peace negotiations and Israel's view of the Syrian uprising. The 23 essays by Rabinovich
cover the century from the eve of the First World War to the Bush Administration's row with Bashar al-
Asad. The essays focus on three principal themes: the notion of a Syrian entity and its translation into a
Syrian state in its current boundaries; the conflict between rival concepts of the political community that
inhabits the Syrian state; and issues of foreign policy with a particular emphasis on the Syrian-Israeli conflict
and peace process. The main themes of Syrian history and politics are picked up at their inception and
followed through the course of the 20th century to the present day.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Spear:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Sure, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book titled The View from
Damascus: State, Political Community and Foreign Relations in Modern and Contemporary Syria (Second
Edition)? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time with
the favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have some other
opinion?

James Edwards:

The reason why? Because this The View from Damascus: State, Political Community and Foreign Relations
in Modern and Contemporary Syria (Second Edition) is an unordinary book that the inside of the book
waiting for you to snap it but latter it will shock you with the secret that inside. Reading this book close to it
was fantastic author who all write the book in such awesome way makes the content interior easier to
understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not
hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of rewards
than the other book get such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking technique. So , still
want to delay having that book? If I have been you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Steve Teegarden:

The View from Damascus: State, Political Community and Foreign Relations in Modern and Contemporary
Syria (Second Edition) can be one of your nice books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that
straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in
terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The article author
giving his/her effort to set every word into delight arrangement in writing The View from Damascus: State,
Political Community and Foreign Relations in Modern and Contemporary Syria (Second Edition) but doesn't
forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource facts that maybe you
can be certainly one of it. This great information can drawn you into brand new stage of crucial thinking.

Michael Sheridan:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon. You
can see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to you
personally is The View from Damascus: State, Political Community and Foreign Relations in Modern and
Contemporary Syria (Second Edition) this publication consist a lot of the information on the condition of this
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world now. This kind of book was represented how does the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that
writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some research when he makes this
book. That's why this book ideal all of you.
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