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Thereis the mythology of the Green Berets, of their clandestine, special operations as celebrated in story and
song. And then there isthe reality of one soldier’ s experience, the day-to-day loss and drudgery of a Green
Beret such as H. Lee Barnes, whose story conveys the daily grind and quiet desperation behind polished-for-
public-consumption accounts of military heroics. In When We Walked Above the Clouds, Barnes tellswhat it
was like to be a Green Beret, first in the Dominican Republic during the civil war of 1965, and then at A-
107, TraBong, Vietnam. There, he eventually came to serve as the advisor to a Combat Recon Platoon,
which consisted chiefly of Montagnard irregulars. Though “nothing extraordinary,” as Barnes saw it, his
months of simply doing what the mission demanded make for sobering reading: the mundane business of
killing rats, cleaning guns, and building bunkers renders the intensity of patrols and attacks all the more
harrowing.

More than anything, Barnes's story is one of loss—of morale lost to alcoholism, teammates lost to friendly
fire, missions aborted, and missions endlessly and futilely repeated. As the story advances, so does the
attrition—teammates transferred, innocence cast off, confidence in leadership whittled away. And yet,
against this dark background, Barnes still manages to honor the quiet professionals whose service,
overshadowed by the outsized story of Vietham, nonetheless carried the day.
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From reader reviews:

Gregg Spencer:

This When We Walked Above the Clouds: A Memoir of Vietnam book is not ordinary book, you have it
then the world isin your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is definitely information inside
this book incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will
get. That When We Walked Above the Clouds: A Memoir of Vietham without we realize teach the one who
studying it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't end up being worry When We Walked Above
the Clouds: A Memoir of Vietham can bring any time you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves
grow to be full because you can haveit in your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This When We Walked
Above the Clouds: A Memoir of Vietnam having great arrangement in word and layout, so you will not
experience uninterested in reading.

Dorothy Pierce:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach,
or picnic inside the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you fed it? Will you something different
to fill your free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book might be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday.
The first thing you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to try look for book,
may be the reserve untitled When We Walked Above the Clouds: A Memoir of Vietham can be good book to
read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Joyce Greenberg:

People livein this new day time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the time or they will get
great deal of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not arobot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you have
when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do
you ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, typically
the book you have read is usually When We Walked Above the Clouds: A Memoir of Vietnam.

David Beall:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your
mind talent or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short time to read it because this time you only find guide that need more
time to be read. When We Walked Above the Clouds: A Memoir of Vietnam can be your answer because it
can be read by anyone who have those short extratime problems.
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