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Scholarly and popular consensus has painted a picture of Indian Buddhist monasticism in which monks and
nuns severed all ties with their families when they left home for the religious life. In this view, monks and
nuns remained celibate, and those who faltered in their “vows’ of monastic celibacy were immediately and
irrevocably expelled from the Buddhist Order. Thisromanticized imageis based largely on the ascetic
rhetoric of texts such as the Rhinoceros Horn Sutra. Through a study of Indian Buddhist law codes (vinaya),
Shayne Clarke dehorns the rhinoceros, revealing that in their own legal narratives, far from renouncing
familia ties, Indian Buddhist writers take for granted the fact that monks and nuns would remain in contact
with their families.

The vision of the monastic life that emerges from Clarke's close reading of monastic law codes challenges
some of our most basic scholarly notions of what it meant to be a Buddhist monk or nun in India around the
turn of the Common Era. Not only do we see thick narratives depicting monks and nuns continuing to
interact and associate with their families, but some are described as leaving home for the religious life with
their children, and some as married monastic couples. Clarke argues that renunciation with or as afamily is
tightly woven into the very fabric of Indian Buddhist renunciation and monasticisms.

Surveying the still largely uncharted terrain of Indian Buddhist monastic law codes preserved in Sanskrit,
Tibetan, and Chinese, Clarke provides a comprehensive, pan-Indian picture of Buddhist monastic attitudes
toward family. Whereas scholars have often assumed that monastic Buddhism must be anti-familial, he
demonstrates that these assumptions were clearly not shared by the authors/redactors of Indian Buddhist
monastic law codes. In challenging us to reconsider some of our most cherished assumptions concerning
Indian Buddhist monasticisms, he provides abasis to rethink later forms of Buddhist monasticism such as
those found in Central Asia, Ka?m?r, Nepal, and Tibet not in terms of corruption and decline but of
continuity and development of a monastic or renunciant ideal that we have yet to understand fully.
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From reader reviews:
Suzanne Macdougall:

The book Family Mattersin Indian Buddhist Monasticisms. can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. So why must we leave the good thing like a book Family
Mattersin Indian Buddhist Monasticisms:? A few of you have a different opinion about book. But oneaimin
which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with your book.
Knowledge or information that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you may share al of
these. Book Family Mattersin Indian Buddhist Monasticisms. has simple shape but the truth is know: it has
great and massive function for you. Y ou can appear the enormous world by available and read areserve. So
it isvery wonderful.

Scott Anderson:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information today can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be ainformation or any news even restricted. What people must be consider whenever
those information which is inside the former life are challenging be find than now could be taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possihilities will not happen with you if you take Family Mattersin Indian Buddhist Monasticisms: as the
daily resource information.

Katrina Scofield:

That publication can make you to fed relax. Thiskind of book Family Matters in Indian Buddhist
Monasticisms: was bright colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Family
Matters in Indian Buddhist Monasticisms: has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until teens. For
example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. So,
not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose
the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading which.

Juanita Bey:

A lot of book has printed but it differs from the others. Y ou can get it by web on social media. Y ou can
choose the top book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever ssimply by searching fromit. It isidentified
as of book Family Matters in Indian Buddhist Monasticisms:. Y ou can contribute your knowledge by it.
Without departing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most
crucia that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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