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After the economic disaster of the Great Leap Forward that claimed tens of millions of lives from
1958–1962, an aging Mao Zedong launched an ambitious scheme to shore up his reputation and eliminate
those he viewed as a threat to his legacy. The stated goal of the Cultural Revolution was to purge the country
of bourgeois, capitalistic elements he claimed were threatening genuine communist ideology. Young
students formed the Red Guards, vowing to defend the Chairman to the death, but soon rival factions started
fighting each other in the streets with semiautomatic weapons in the name of revolutionary purity. As the
country descended into chaos, the military intervened, turning China into a garrison state marked by bloody
purges that crushed as many as one in fifty people.

The Cultural Revolution: A People's History, 1962–1976 draws for the first time on hundreds of previously
classified party documents, from secret police reports to unexpurgated versions of leadership speeches. Frank
Dikötter uses this wealth of material to undermine the picture of complete conformity that is often supposed
to have characterized the last years of the Mao era. After the army itself fell victim to the Cultural
Revolution, ordinary people used the political chaos to resurrect the market and hollow out the party's
ideology. In short, they buried Maoism. By showing how economic reform from below was an unintended
consequence of a decade of violent purges and entrenched fear, The Cultural Revolution casts China's most
tumultuous era in a wholly new light.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Peterson:

The publication untitled The Cultural Revolution: A People's History, 1962-1976 is the reserve that
recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you. The
language that writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article writer
was did a lot of research when write the book, so the information that they share to your account is
absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of The Cultural Revolution: A People's History, 1962-
1976 from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Phyllis Peters:

This The Cultural Revolution: A People's History, 1962-1976 is great e-book for you because the content
that is full of information for you who else always deal with world and possess to make decision every
minute. This specific book reveal it facts accurately using great manage word or we can state no rambling
sentences in it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only
provides you with straight forward sentences but hard core information with splendid delivering sentences.
Having The Cultural Revolution: A People's History, 1962-1976 in your hand like obtaining the world in
your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no guide that offer you world with ten or fifteen
moment right but this e-book already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs.
stressful do you still doubt that?

Tony Paulson:

As we know that book is important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we would like. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This reserve The Cultural Revolution: A People's History, 1962-1976 was filled about
science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has
distinct feel when they reading any book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can truly feel enjoy
to read a guide. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book which you wanted.

Mohammed Strohl:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is composed or printed or outlined from each source this filled update of news. With this
modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social just
like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just searching
for the The Cultural Revolution: A People's History, 1962-1976 when you essential it?
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