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A witty and eclectic tour of some of the more arcane byways of literature. Illustrated throughout.

How much heavier was Thackeray’s brain than Walt Whitman’s? Which novels do American soldiers read?
When did cigarettes start making an appearance in English literature?

In Curiosities of Literature, John Sutherland contemplates the full import of questions such as these, and
attempts a few answers in a series of essays that are both witty and eclectic. An account of the fast-working
Mickey Spillane, for example, leads to a consideration of the substances, both legal and illegal, that authors
have employed to boost their creative energies. An essay on good and bad handwriting points out in passing
that Thackeray could write the Lord’s Prayer on the back of a stamp. As for Mary Shelley, a brief recital of
the circumstances in which she wrote Frankenstein stops off to consider what impact the miserable summer
weather of 1816 had on the future path of English literature.

It’s debatable, of course, whether knowledge of these arcane topics adds to the wisdom of nations. It does
highlight the random pleasures in reading literature and reading about it.

As John Sutherland rightly asks, “Why else read?”
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From reader reviews:

Walter Jones:

This book untitled Curiosities of Literature to be one of several books this best seller in this year, that's
because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this kind of
book in the book shop or you can order it through online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It
makes you easier to read this book, since you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason
for your requirements to past this book from your list.

Tyler Emery:

This Curiosities of Literature is great publication for you because the content which is full of information for
you who also always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it
details accurately using great arrange word or we can claim no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read
the idea hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward
sentences but challenging core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Curiosities of
Literature in your hand like getting the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say
that no reserve that offer you world within ten or fifteen second right but this e-book already do that. So , this
really is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt this?

Juan Crowe:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the most
effective book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is identified as of
book Curiosities of Literature. You can include your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed
book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most crucial that, you
must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one place to other place.

Jose Chapman:

Some individuals said that they feel fed up when they reading a book. They are directly felt it when they get
a half parts of the book. You can choose often the book Curiosities of Literature to make your current
reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading proficiency is developing when you just like reading. Try
to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the impression about book and studying
especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open a book and read it. Beside that the book
Curiosities of Literature can to be your brand new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in what
must you're doing of their time.
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