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Gandhara, the ancient name for the region around modern Peshawar in northern Pakistan, was of pivotal
importance in the production of Buddhist texts and art in the first centuries CE. Since the mid-nineteenth
century, excavations of Gandharan monastery sites have revolutionized the study of early Buddhism. Among
the treasures unearthed are hundreds of reliquaries--containers housing relics of the Buddha.

This volume combines art history, Buddhist history, ancient Indian history, archaeology, epigraphy,
linguistics, and numismatics to clarify the significance and function of these reliquaries. The story begins
with the Buddha's last days, his death and funerary arrangements, and the distribution of the cremated
remains, which initiated a relic cult. Chapters describe Gandharan reliquary types and subgroups, the
archaeological and historical significance of collections, and the paleographic and linguistic interpretation of
the inscriptions on the reliquaries.

The 400 reliquaries illustrated and surveyed are from museums and private collections in Pakistan, India,
Japan, Europe, and North America. Stone is the primary material of construction, along with bronze, gold,
and silver. Shapes range from spherical and cylindrical to miniature stupas, a configuration that provides
valuable information about the history of this Buddhist monumental form.
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From reader reviews:

Bobby Tremblay:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading behavior give you
lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book that will
improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of guide you read, if you
want get more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want sense happy read one having theme
for entertaining for example comic or novel. The Gandharan Buddhist Reliquaries (Gandharan Studies) is
kind of book which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Kurt Chapman:

This Gandharan Buddhist Reliquaries (Gandharan Studies) are reliable for you who want to be described as a
successful person, why. The reason why of this Gandharan Buddhist Reliquaries (Gandharan Studies) can be
one of the great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple studying food but feed a
person with information that possibly will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is actually handy,
you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed
versions. Beside that this Gandharan Buddhist Reliquaries (Gandharan Studies) giving you an enormous of
experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day
activity. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Stephanie Dillard:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity this is look different you can
read any book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day
long to reading a e-book. The book Gandharan Buddhist Reliquaries (Gandharan Studies) it is rather good to
read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. In
the event you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore
quickly to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book features high
quality.

Earl Casey:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity using family or just watching
TV the whole day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading through a book. Ugh,
do you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It ok you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Gandharan Buddhist Reliquaries
(Gandharan Studies) which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.
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