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Pulitzer Prize-winning science writer Deborah Blum follows New York City's first forensic scientists to
discover a fascinating Jazz Age story of chemistry and detection, poison and murder.

Deborah Blum, writing with the high style and skill for suspense that is characteristic of the very best
mystery fiction, shares the untold story of how poison rocked Jazz Age New York City. In The Poisoner's
Handbook Blum draws from highly original research to track the fascinating, perilous days when a pair of
forensic scientists began their trailblazing chemical detective work, fighting to end an era when untraceable
poisons offered an easy path to the perfect crime.

Drama unfolds case by case as the heroes of The Poisoner's Handbook—chief medical examiner Charles
Norris and toxicologist Alexander Gettler—investigate a family mysteriously stricken bald, Barnum and
Bailey's Famous Blue Man, factory workers with crumbling bones, a diner serving poisoned pies, and many
others. Each case presents a deadly new puzzle and Norris and Gettler work with a creativity that rivals that
of the most imaginative murderer, creating revolutionary experiments to tease out even the wiliest
compounds from human tissue. Yet in the tricky game of toxins, even science can't always be trusted, as
proven when one of Gettler's experiments erroneously sets free a suburban housewife later nicknamed
"America's Lucretia Borgia" to continue her nefarious work.

From the vantage of Norris and Gettler's laboratory in the infamous Bellevue Hospital it becomes clear that
killers aren't the only toxic threat to New Yorkers. Modern life has created a kind of poison playground, and
danger lurks around every corner. Automobiles choke the city streets with carbon monoxide; potent
compounds, such as morphine, can be found on store shelves in products ranging from pesticides to
cosmetics. Prohibition incites a chemist's war between bootleggers and government chemists while in
Gotham's crowded speakeasies each round of cocktails becomes a game of Russian roulette. Norris and
Gettler triumph over seemingly unbeatable odds to become the pioneers of forensic chemistry and the
gatekeepers of justice during a remarkably deadly time. A beguiling concoction that is equal parts true crime,
twentieth-century history, and science thriller, The Poisoner's Handbook is a page-turning account of a
forgotten New York.
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From reader reviews:

Rodney Mitchell:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys this
kind of aren't like that. This The Poisoner's Handbook: Murder and the Birth of Forensic Medicine in Jazz
Age New York book is readable simply by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the facts
here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge
that want to give to you. The writer of The Poisoner's Handbook: Murder and the Birth of Forensic Medicine
in Jazz Age New York content conveys thinking easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-
book are not different in the articles but it just different such as it. So , do you even now thinking The
Poisoner's Handbook: Murder and the Birth of Forensic Medicine in Jazz Age New York is not loveable to
be your top collection reading book?

Gemma Jackson:

The experience that you get from The Poisoner's Handbook: Murder and the Birth of Forensic Medicine in
Jazz Age New York could be the more deep you looking the information that hide inside the words the more
you get thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but The Poisoner's
Handbook: Murder and the Birth of Forensic Medicine in Jazz Age New York giving you buzz feeling of
reading. The author conveys their point in certain way that can be understood through anyone who read it
because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your own vocabulary
increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We advise you for having this specific The Poisoner's Handbook: Murder and the Birth of
Forensic Medicine in Jazz Age New York instantly.

Beverly Brown:

This book untitled The Poisoner's Handbook: Murder and the Birth of Forensic Medicine in Jazz Age New
York to be one of several books that best seller in this year, that's because when you read this reserve you
can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book store or you can order it
via online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, as you can
read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to you to past this e-book from your list.

Raymond McMillion:

You can obtain this The Poisoner's Handbook: Murder and the Birth of Forensic Medicine in Jazz Age New
York by browse the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve problem if you
get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only simply by written or printed but
additionally can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking by
your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more
information about your publication. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge
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are still up-date. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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