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A Call for Heresy discovers unexpected common ground in one of the most inflammatory issues of the
twenty-first century: the deepening conflict between the Islamic world and the United States. Moving beyond
simplistic answers, Anouar Mgjid argues that the Islamic world and the United States are both in precipitous
states of decline because, in each, religious, political, and economic orthodoxies have silenced the voices of
their most creative thinkers—the visionary nonconformists, radicals, and revolutionaries who are often

dismissed, or even punished, as heretics.

The United States and contemporary |slam share far more than partisans on either side admit, Mgjid
provocatively argues, and this “clash of civilizations’ isin reality a clash of competing fundamentalisms.
Illustrating this point, he draws surprising parallels between the histories and cultures of Islam and the
United States and their shortsighted suppression of heresy (zandagain Arabic), from Muslim poets and
philosophers like Ibn Rushd (known in the West as Averroés) to the freethinker Thomas Paine, and from
Abu Bakr Razi and Al-Farabi to Thomas Jefferson and Abraham Lincoln. He finds bitter irony in the fact
that Islamic culture is now at war with a nation whose ideals are losing ground to the reactionary forces that

have long condemned |slam to stagnation.

The solution, Mgjid concludes, is along-overdue revival of dissent. Heresy is no longer a contrarian’s
luxury, for only through encouraging an engaged and progressive intellectua tradition can the nations

reverse their decline and finally work together for global justice and the common good of humanity.

Anouar Majid is founding chair and professor of English at the University of New England and the author of
Freedom and Orthodoxy: Islam and Difference in the Post-Andalusian Age; Unveiling Traditions:
Postcolonia Islam in a Polycentric World; and Si Y ussef, anovel. He is aso cofounder and editor of Tingis,

a Moroccan-American magazine of ideas and culture.
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From reader reviews:
Christine Frazier:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have alot more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare
time to take a move, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book entitled
A Call for Heresy: Why Dissent Is Vital to Islam and America? Maybe it is to become best activity for you.
Y ou know beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you
agree with its opinion or you have various other opinion?

Tony You:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
by simply surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated this for awhileis
reading. Y es, by reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading any book, we give you thiskind of A Call for Heresy:
Why Dissent Is Vital to Islam and America book as beginner and daily reading e-book. Why, because this
book is greater than just a book.

Kim Marshall:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to pick book like comic,
small story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not seeking A Call for Heresy: Why Dissent Is Vital to
Islam and Americathat give your pleasure preference will be satisfied ssmply by reading this book. Reading
behavior al over the world can be said as the method for people to know world a great deal better then how
they react to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading routine only for the geeky man or
woman but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading as
your good habit, you are able to pick A Call for Heresy: Why Dissent Is Vital to Isslam and America become
your starter.

Pablo Bussey:

Isit you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This A Call for Heresy: Why Dissent Is Vital to Islam and
America can be the respond to, oh how comes? It's a book you know. Y ou are therefore out of date, spending
your time by reading in this new erais common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the
others?
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