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While still a university student of church law in Naples, Boccaccio completed his Filocolo, a monumental
romance that retells the famous medieval legend of Florio and Biancifiore. To rescue his source tale from
"the fabulous parlance of the ignorant," Boccaccio created a marvelous Gothic literary microcosm, an
encyclopedia of vernacular poetics, and the most ambitious prose fiction at that time in any European
language.
Fabulous Vernacular: Boccaccio's Filocolo and the Art of Medieval Fiction explores how Boccaccio
transforms mere "fables" into a poet's high art of "confabulation," forging his own signature devices and
pushing the Italian vernacular in imaginative new directions. The first book-length study of the Filocolo
published outside of Italy, it argues against the older view of the Filocolo as a failed early work. It shows
how the young author's "little book" is ordered by the principles of hierarchy, symmetry and analogy to echo
in design the great medieval Book of the World. With a plot keyed to the liturgy of Pentecost, his romance
directly reflects his immersion in canon law. Fabulous Vernacular is the first study of Boccaccio to
demonstrate these connections and to suggest how his literary practice benefited from legal training, a more
positive experience than he admits in his mythic self-portrait. With a range that reaches well beyond the
Filocolo, Victoria Kirkham inquires into Boccaccio's notions of literary decorum, the creative continuities
that unify his corpus, and the new "poetry" that emerges from his engagement with Latin and vernacular
authority.
Victoria Kirkham is Professor of Romance Languages, University of Pennsylvania and a former President of
the American Boccaccio Association.
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From reader reviews:

Cathleen Read:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students as they are still students or this for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has different personality and hobby per other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't
desire do that. You must know how great and also important the book Fabulous Vernacular: Boccaccio's
Filocolo and the Art of Medieval Fiction. All type of book would you see on many options. You can look for
the internet solutions or other social media.

Antonia Parham:

The reserve untitled Fabulous Vernacular: Boccaccio's Filocolo and the Art of Medieval Fiction is the
reserve that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to
you actually. The language that article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book, therefore the information that they
share for you is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Fabulous Vernacular: Boccaccio's
Filocolo and the Art of Medieval Fiction from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Harold Morris:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to fill your no
cost time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you
want to try look for book, may be the publication untitled Fabulous Vernacular: Boccaccio's Filocolo and the
Art of Medieval Fiction can be fine book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Mario Curtin:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source this filled update of news. With this
modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social just like
newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just seeking the
Fabulous Vernacular: Boccaccio's Filocolo and the Art of Medieval Fiction when you required it?
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