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"Jill Dolan is the theatre's most astute critic, and this new book is perhaps her most important. Utopia in
Performance argues with eloquence and insight how theatre makes a difference, and in the process
demonstrates that scholarship matters, too. It is a book that readers will cherish and hold close as a personal
favorite, and that scholars will cite for years to come."
---David Román, University of Southern California

What is it about performance that draws people to sit and listen attentively in a theater, hoping to be moved
and provoked, challenged and comforted? In Utopia in Performance, Jill Dolan traces the sense of visceral,
emotional, and social connection that we experience at such times, connections that allow us to feel for a
moment not what a better world might look like, but what it might feel like, and how that hopeful utopic
sentiment might become motivation for social change.

She traces these "utopian performatives" in a range of performances, including the solo performances of
feminist artists Holly Hughes, Deb Margolin, and Peggy Shaw; multicharacter solo performances by Lily
Tomlin, Danny Hoch, and Anna Deavere Smith; the slam poetry event Def Poetry Jam; The Laramie Project;
Blanket, a performance by postmodern choreographer Ann Carlson; Metamorphoses by Mary Zimmerman;
and Deborah Warner's production of Medea starring Fiona Shaw. While the book richly captures moments of
"feeling utopia" found within specific performances, it also celebrates the broad potential that performance
has to provide a forum for being human together; for feeling love, hope, and commonality in particular and
historical (rather than universal and transcendent) ways.
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From reader reviews:

Marie Velasquez:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a book you will get new information because book is one of a number of ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more imaginative. When
you reading a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the personas
do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this Utopia in
Performance: Finding Hope at the Theater, you could tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours
guide. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a reserve.

Rick Briones:

The publication untitled Utopia in Performance: Finding Hope at the Theater is the e-book that
recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to you. The
language that article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The author
was did a lot of research when write the book, so the information that they share for your requirements is
absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of Utopia in Performance: Finding Hope at the Theater
from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Dianne Haire:

On this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more valuable than other.
Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you should do is just
spending your time almost no but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. Among the books in the top
list in your reading list is usually Utopia in Performance: Finding Hope at the Theater. This book which is
qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking right up
and review this guide you can get many advantages.

Edward Grimes:

Book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen have to have book to know the upgrade information of year to year. As we know
those ebooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the
world. From the book Utopia in Performance: Finding Hope at the Theater we can take more advantage.
Don't one to be creative people? To be creative person must prefer to read a book. Just simply choose the
best book that suitable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this book Utopia in
Performance: Finding Hope at the Theater. You can more inviting than now.
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