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Dutch Reformed pastor Balthasar Bekker (1634-1698) has long been recognized as a key figure in the end of
the witchcraft persecutions in early modern Europe. With the publication of his monumental four-volume
work The World Bewitched Bekker argued against the temporal activity of the devil and evil spirits as well as
against the reality of witchcraft, sorcery, and spirit possession. Yet Bekker's ideas drew opposition from
Dutch Reformed clergymen who charged that his use of Cartesian philosophy to reject the temporal activity
of spirits threatened much of traditional religious faith.
This book argues that it wa Bekker's exegesis of biblical passages in which spirits and spirit activity were
mentioned that was a far greater threat than his Cartesian metaphysics to the literal interpretation of the Bible
which was the intellectual cornerstone of Dutch reformed confessionalism, dominant in the church since the
Synod of Dordrecht (1618-1619). With an examination of the ideas of Bekker, his opponents and supporters,
this book places the controversy around The World Bewitched within the context of the Cartesian debates of
the seventeenth century and the growth of confessionalism within the Dutch Reformed church.
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From reader reviews:

Jean Willis:

Book is actually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
e-book. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A book Fallen Angels: Balthasar Bekker, Spirit
Belief, and Confessionalism in the Seventeenth Century Dutch Republic (International Archives of the
History ... internationales d'histoire des idées) will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel more
confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think which open or reading the book make
you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you searching for
best book or ideal book with you?

Lisa Haight:

The book Fallen Angels: Balthasar Bekker, Spirit Belief, and Confessionalism in the Seventeenth Century
Dutch Republic (International Archives of the History ... internationales d'histoire des idées) can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave the best
thing like a book Fallen Angels: Balthasar Bekker, Spirit Belief, and Confessionalism in the Seventeenth
Century Dutch Republic (International Archives of the History ... internationales d'histoire des idées)? A few
of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim in which book can give many info for us. It is
absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you are
able to give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Fallen Angels: Balthasar Bekker, Spirit Belief,
and Confessionalism in the Seventeenth Century Dutch Republic (International Archives of the History ...
internationales d'histoire des idées) has simple shape but you know: it has great and large function for you.
You can look the enormous world by open and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Ernesto Harrell:

Reading a book to get new life style in this season; every people loves to learn a book. When you learn a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what types
of book that you have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education books, but
if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, as well as soon. The
Fallen Angels: Balthasar Bekker, Spirit Belief, and Confessionalism in the Seventeenth Century Dutch
Republic (International Archives of the History ... internationales d'histoire des idées) provide you with a
new experience in reading a book.

Steven Atkins:

You can spend your free time to learn this book this book. This Fallen Angels: Balthasar Bekker, Spirit
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Belief, and Confessionalism in the Seventeenth Century Dutch Republic (International Archives of the
History ... internationales d'histoire des idées) is simple to deliver you can read it in the recreation area, in the
beach, train and also soon. If you did not possess much space to bring typically the printed book, you can
buy the particular e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart
phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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