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On 18 April 1947, British forces set off the largest non-nuclear explosion in history. The target was a small
island in the North Sea, thirty miles off the German coast, which for generations had stood as a symbol of
Anglo-German conflict: Heligoland.

A long tradition of rivalry was to come to an end here, in the ruins of Hitler's island fortress. Pressed as to
why it was not prepared to give Heligoland back, the British government declared that the island represented
everything that was wrong with the Germans: 'If any tradition was worth breaking, and if any sentiment was
worth changing, then the German sentiment about Heligoland was such a one'.

Drawing on a wide range of archival material, Jan Rüger explores how Britain and Germany have collided
and collaborated in this North Sea enclave. For much of the nineteenth century, this was Britain's smallest
colony, an inconvenient and notoriously discontented outpost at the edge of Europe. Situated at the fault line
between imperial and national histories, the island became a metaphor for Anglo-German rivalry once
Germany acquired it in 1890. Turned into a naval stronghold under the
Kaiser and again under Hitler, it was fought over in both world wars. Heavy bombardment by the Allies
reduced it to ruins, until the Royal Navy re-took it in May 1945. Returned to West Germany in 1952, it
became a showpiece of reconciliation, but one that continues to bear the scars of the twentieth
century.

Tracing this rich history of contact and conflict from the Napoleonic Wars to the Cold War, Heligoland
brings to life a fascinating microcosm of the Anglo-German relationship. For generations this cliff-bound
island expressed a German will to bully and battle Britain; and it mirrored a British determination to prevent
Germany from establishing hegemony on the Continent. Caught in between were the Heligolanders and
those involved with them: spies and smugglers, poets and painters,
sailors and soldiers.

Heligoland is the compelling story of a relationship which has defined modern Europe.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Brown:

The book Heligoland: Britain, Germany, and the Struggle for the North Sea give you a sense of feeling enjoy
for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can being your best
friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make looking
at a book Heligoland: Britain, Germany, and the Struggle for the North Sea for being your habit, you can get
much more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about several or all
subjects. You can know everything if you like available and read a publication Heligoland: Britain,
Germany, and the Struggle for the North Sea. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or
encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this guide?

Gussie Steller:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they are still students or it for all people in
the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that concern above.
Every person has various personality and hobby per other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't need do that. You must know how great and also important the book Heligoland: Britain,
Germany, and the Struggle for the North Sea. All type of book would you see on many resources. You can
look for the internet sources or other social media.

Dorothy Alvarez:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information currently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider any time those information which is inside the former life are hard to be find than now's taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you receive
the unstable resource then you understand it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for
you. All of those possibilities will not happen with you if you take Heligoland: Britain, Germany, and the
Struggle for the North Sea as the daily resource information.

Leroy Moore:

It is possible to spend your free time to study this book this publication. This Heligoland: Britain, Germany,
and the Struggle for the North Sea is simple to develop you can read it in the park, in the beach, train as well
as soon. If you did not include much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It
is make you quicker to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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