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Buddhist images are ubiquitous in Japan, yet they are rarely accorded much attention in studies of Buddhist
monastic traditions. Scholars of religion tend to regard Buddhist images as mere symbols or representations
of religious ideals, commemorations of saints and patriarchs, ancillary aids to meditative practice, or the
focus of lay piety. Art historians approach these images as works of art suitable for stylistic and iconographic
analysis. Yet neither of these groups of scholars has adequately appreciated the centrality and significance of
images and image worship in Japanese monastic practice.

The essays in this volume focus on the historical, institutional, and ritual context of a number of Japanese
Buddhist paintings, sculptures, calligraphies, and relics—some celebrated, others long overlooked. Robert H.
Sharf’s introduction examines the reasons for the marginalization of images by modern Buddhist apologists
and Western scholars alike, tackling the thorny question of whether Buddhists were in fact idolators.

The essays by Paul Groner and Karen Brock document and explicate the crucial role that sacred images
played in the lives of two eminent medieval clerics, Eison and Myoe. James Dobbins looks at Shin
representations of Shinran, founder of the Shin school of Pure Land Buddhism, and finds that early Shin
piety was centered as much on Shinran and his images as on the Buddha Amida himself. Robert H. Sharf’s
essay on the use of Tantric mandalas reveals that, contrary to received opinion, such mandalas were not used
as aids to ritual visualization but rather as vivified entities whose presence ensured the efficacy of the rite.

In each case, the authors find that the images were treated, by elite monks and unlettered laypersons alike, as
living presences with considerable apotropaic and salvific power, and that Japanese Buddhist monastic life
was centered around the management and veneration of these numinous beings.
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From reader reviews:

Jocelyn Welch:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and
notice by means of surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the item for a
while is reading. That's why, by reading a guide your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand up
than other is high. In your case who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific Living
Images: Japanese Buddhist Icons in Context (Asian Religions and Cultures) book as basic and daily reading
reserve. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Madge Stamps:

This book untitled Living Images: Japanese Buddhist Icons in Context (Asian Religions and Cultures) to be
one of several books that will best seller in this year, this is because when you read this reserve you can get a
lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retail store or you can order it by
way of online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book,
because you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this
reserve from your list.

Sheila Seim:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their particular friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your
current free time/ holiday? May be reading a book might be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday. The
first thing that you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to consider look
for book, may be the e-book untitled Living Images: Japanese Buddhist Icons in Context (Asian Religions
and Cultures) can be very good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Melissa Kim:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will
make anyone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to you is Living Images: Japanese Buddhist Icons in Context (Asian Religions and Cultures)
this book consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This book was represented so
why is the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand.
Often the writer made some study when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book acceptable all of
you.
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