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The sensational discovery of the Nag Hammadi Coptic Library in Egypt in 1945-46 has revolutionized the
study of the origins and development of the ancient religious phenomenon known as Gnosticism. It has
brought to light many hitherto unknown Gnostic texts and is forcing a reappraisal of the traditional picture of
Gnosticism as in essence a Christian heresy.

This work focuses on several foundational Gnostic textsÂ—the 'Sethian texts'. Earlier discoveries of
Mandaean and Manichaean texts had suggested that the origins of Gnosticism might lie in an oriental
religion of redemption, culturally far removed from their pre-Christian context. But the Sethian texts suggest
that these Pre-Christian Gnostics were fundamentally influenced by Jewish ideas.

Alastair Logan identifies these Gnostics in their developing, essentially Christian context, isolates the earliest
forms of their foundational myth in Irenaeus of Lyons (130?-200? CE) and the Apocryphon of John, and
traces its development until it underwent a Sethian reinterpretation in the early third century CE. In exploring
the fascinating interrelationship of Gnostic and Christian ideas, he relates a series of Nag Hammadi texts to
the Gnostics; examines the literary and theological evolution of the two main versions of the Apocryphon in
terms of Gnostic cosmology, anthropology, soteriology and eschatology; demonstrates how similar were the
theological and soteriological concerns of Gnostics and 'orthodox'; and argues that the Gnostics were the first
Christian Platonists, the first to develop a Trinity (of Father, Mother and Son), and the first to make post-
baptismal chrismation central to Christian initiation.

Dr. Logan overturns many common misunderstandings about Gnosticism. The Gnostics felt themselves to be
Christians, true interpreters of the message of the unknown God of love first revealed in Christ, the heavenly
Son.
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From reader reviews:

Johanna Hernandez:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they are still students or this for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has different personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't wish
do that. You must know how great and important the book Gnostic Truth and Christian Heresy: A Study in
the History of Gnosticism. All type of book are you able to see on many solutions. You can look for the
internet options or other social media.

Patrick Perkins:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you
only find guide that need more time to be learn. Gnostic Truth and Christian Heresy: A Study in the History
of Gnosticism can be your answer since it can be read by you who have those short spare time problems.

Edith Macklin:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This Gnostic Truth and Christian Heresy: A Study in the History
of Gnosticism can give you a lot of good friends because by you looking at this one book you have thing that
they don't and make you more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get
success. This publication offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more
than various other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let's have Gnostic Truth and Christian
Heresy: A Study in the History of Gnosticism.

Monique Hightower:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got learners? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. So you know that
little person such as reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to understand that reading
is very important along with book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge,
except your personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update with regards to something by book.
Amount types of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is this Gnostic Truth and
Christian Heresy: A Study in the History of Gnosticism.
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