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On February 14, 1863, twenty-six-year-old seaman James Henry Gooding volunteered to serve in the
Massachusetts 54th, the first regiment of black soldiers ever recruited for the Union army. Over the next
twelve months, he posted a series of remarkable letters from the front to his hometown newspaper, the
staunchly abolitionist New Bedford Mercury. Written with insight and literary flair, his letters provide a
vidid portrait of the war as seen through the eyes of a black volunteer.

From basic training at Camp Meigs in Readville, Massachusetts, through campaigns in Georgia, South
Carolina, and Florida, Gooding faithfully records the activities of the 54th, including the legendary storming
of Fort Wagner. He aso voices the injustice felt by soldiers of his regiment over the issue of unequal pay, the
refusal to promote deserving black enlistees to officer rank, and the deeply ingrained racism of whitesin

both the North and South.

Wounded and captured during the battle of Olustee, Florida, in February 1864, Gooding died later that year
in Andersonville Prison.

In her introduction, Virginia M. Adams provides biographical details on Gooding's life and examines the
antebellum history of New Bedford's large and articulate community of free blacks.
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From reader reviews:
Ella Cook:

The book On the Altar of Freedom: A Black Soldier's Civil War Letters from the Front make you feel enjoy
for your sparetime. Y ou can utilize to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to become
your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem with your subject. If you can make looking
at abook On the Altar of Freedom: A Black Soldier's Civil War Letters from the Front to get your habit, you
can get far more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or all
subjects. Y ou may know everything if you like start and read a e-book On the Altar of Freedom: A Black
Soldier's Civil War Letters from the Front. Kinds of book are alot of. It means that, science publication or
encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this publication?

Andrew Purdie

Isit you who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This On the Altar of Freedom: A Black Soldier's Civil
War Letters from the Front can be the reply, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. Y ou are so out of date,
spending your extratime by reading in this fresh erais common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks
have than the others?

June Slater:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got scholars? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you know
that little person like reading or as reading become their hobby. Y ou need to understand that reading is very
important and book asto be the factor. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your
personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update in relation to something by book. Numerous books
that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is this On the Altar of Freedom: A Black Soldier's
Civil War Letters from the Front.

Curtis Swasey:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from that. Y ou can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is composed or printed or highlighted from each source that filled update of
news. On this modern eralike now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social including newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic.
Y ou can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or
just in search of the On the Altar of Freedom: A Black Soldier's Civil War Letters from the Front when you
necessary it?
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