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Anyone who reads the Gospels carefully will notice that there are differences in the manner in which they
report the same events. These differences have led many conservative Christians to resort to harmonization
efforts that are often quite strained, sometimes to the point of absurdity. Many people have concluded the
Gospels are hopelessly contradictory and therefore historically unreliable as accounts of Jesus. The mgjority
of New Testament scholars now hold that most if not all of the Gospels belong to the genre of Greco-Roman
biography and that this genre permitted some flexibility in the way in which historical events were narrated.
However, few scholars have undertaken a robust discussion of how this plays out in Gospel pericopes (self-
contained passages).

Why Are There Differences in the Gospels? provides a fresh approach to the question by examining the
works of Plutarch, a Greek essayist who lived in the first and second centuries CE. Michadl R. Licona
discovers three-dozen pericopes narrated two or more timesin Plutarch's Lives, identifies differences
between the accounts, and analyzes these differences in light of compositional devices identified by classical
scholars as commonly employed by ancient authors. The book then applies the same approach to nineteen
pericopes that are narrated in two or more Gospels, demonstrating that the major differences found there
likely result from the same compositional devices employed by Plutarch.

Showing both the strained harmonizations and the hasty dismissals of the Gospels as reliable accounts to be

misguided, Liconainvites readers to approach them in light of their biographical genre and in that way to
gain aclearer understanding of why they differ.
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From reader reviews:
AntoineHarris:

Book isto be different for every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important usually. The book Why Are There Differences in the Gospels?: What
We Can Learn from Ancient Biography seemed to be making you to know about other know-how and of
course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The book Why Are There Differences
in the Gospels?: What We Can Learn from Ancient Biography is not only giving you alot more new
information but also to be your friend when you feel bored. Y ou can spend your own personal spend time to
read your guide. Try to make relationship with the book Why Are There Differences in the Gospels?. What
We Can Learn from Ancient Biography. Y ou never really feel lose out for everything when you read some
books.

David Giles;

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the spare time or they will get
lots of stress from both daily life and work. So , once we ask do people have extratime, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not just arobot. Then we inguire again, what kind of activity have you
got when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the book you
have read is Why Are There Differencesin the Gospels?. What We Can Learn from Ancient Biography.

James Robinson:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to examine a book. When you go through a
book you can get agreat deal of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has alot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book
that you have read. If you would like get information about your research, you can read education books, but
if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and soon. The Why Are
There Differences in the Gospels?: What We Can Learn from Ancient Biography offer you a new experience
in looking at a book.

Matthew Russell:

Isit anindividual who having spare timein that case spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Why Are There Differencesin
the Gospels?: What We Can Learn from Ancient Biography can be the reply, oh how comes? A book you
know. Y ou are therefore out of date, spending your extratime by reading in this brand new erais common
not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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