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Religious orders for women have existed for fifteen centuries, but their future in this century is bleak. In
1966, 180,000 women belonged to Catholic orders; by 1986 that number had decreased to 126,000. Helen
Rose Ebaugh tells the story of the decline of these orders, set against the back drop of rapid social change
and religious reform.

To illustrate the problem, Ebaugh takes us into a declining order, here named the Sisters of Service. 1n 1990,
only one candidate sought admission to the order, and the median age of members reached 70. While these
demographic changes were occurring, the sisters adapted themselves to the reforms of Vatican I1. The
concept of acloistered life faded. Nuns sought college degrees, gave up their habits, moved into apartments,
and began to identify with the outside world. Vatican Il further encouraged the nuns to democratize and
decentralize. Many nuns accepted jobs that paid poorly but were consistent with their goal of social service.
They identified with the feminist movement and in turn influenced it.

Ebaugh shows how declining orders have not followed the sociological model of organizational decline, one
typically marked by centralized authority, afear of risk taking, lack of direction, internal conflicts over turf,
and low morae. Rather, they have established democratic structures, reduced internal positionsin favor of
committing resources to empowering the poor, abandoned security in favor of diversity in jobs and missions,
minimized conflicts over scarce resources, and exhibited a sense of freedom rather than poor morale.
Although Ebaugh is convinced that Catholic ordersin the U.S. will not continue for long, non-canonical
communities of women and associate programs are growing. Dedicated women can perpetuate the mission
and spirit of the order without becoming vowed members.
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From reader reviews:
Joyce Johnson:

This Women in the Vanishing Cloister: Organizational Decline in Catholic Religious Ordersin the United
States are usually reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The reason of this Women
in the Vanishing Cloister: Organizational Declinein Catholic Religious Ordersin the United States can be
one of the great books you must have is giving you more than just simple studying food but feed you actually
with information that perhaps will shock your preceding knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring
it al over the place and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Women in
the Vanishing Cloister: Organizational Decline in Catholic Religious Ordersin the United States forcing you
to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that
could it useful in your day action. S0, let's have it and revel in reading.

Elizabeth Jamer son:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the title Women in the Vanishing
Cloister: Organizational Decline in Catholic Religious Ordersin the United States suitable to you? Often the
book was written by well known writer in this era. The particular book untitled Women in the Vanishing
Cloister: Organizational Decline in Catholic Religious Orders in the United Statesis the main of several
books this everyone read now. This specific book was inspired alot of people in the world. When you read
this book you will enter the new shape that you ever know before. The author explained their ideain the
simple way, therefore all of people can easily to recognise the core of this e-book. This book will give you a
lots of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world on this book.

Jacob Florence:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Do you realize? Many alot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that islook different you can
read abook. It isreally fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent 24 hours
aday to reading a e-book. The book Women in the Vanishing Cloister: Organizational Decline in Catholic
Religious Ordersin the United States it is very good to read. There are alot of folks that recommended this
book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to create this book you
can buy the particular e-book. Y ou can mQOore easily to read this book from a smart phone. The priceis not
too costly but this book provides high quality.

Douglas Johnson:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many concern for the book? But any people fedl that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book but novel and Women in the Vanishing Cloister: Organizational Declinein
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Catholic Religious Orders in the United States or even others sources were given know-how for you. After
you know how the truly great a book, you fedl desire to read more and more. Science e-book was created for
teacher as well as students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In
additional case, beside science book, any other book likes Women in the Vanishing Cloister: Organizational
Decline in Catholic Religious Orders in the United States to make your spare time more colorful. Many types
of book like here.
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