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“A very entertaining book about a very serious problem. We deceive ourselves all the time with
statistics, and it is time we wised up.” –Robert J. Shiller, Winner of the Nobel Prize in Economics

Did you know that baseball players whose names begin with the letter “D” are more likely to die young? Or
that Asian Americans are most susceptible to heart attacks on the fourth day of the month? Or that drinking a
full pot of coffee every morning will add years to your life, but one cup a day increases the risk of pancreatic
cancer? All of these “facts” have been argued with a straight face by credentialed researchers and backed up
with reams of data and convincing statistics.

As Nobel Prize–winning economist Ronald Coase once cynically observed, “If you torture data long enough,
it will confess.” Lying with statistics is a time-honored con. In Standard Deviations, economics professor
Gary Smith walks us through the various tricks and traps that people use to back up their own crackpot
theories. Sometimes, the unscrupulous deliberately try to mislead us. Other times, the well-intentioned are
blissfully unaware of the mischief they are committing. Today, data is so plentiful that researchers spend
precious little time distinguishing between good, meaningful indicators and total rubbish. Not only do others
use data to fool us, we fool ourselves.

With the breakout success of Nate Silver’s The Signal and the Noise, the once humdrum subject of statistics
has never been hotter. Drawing on breakthrough research in behavioral economics by luminaries like Daniel
Kahneman and Dan Ariely and taking to task some of the conclusions of Freakonomics author Steven D.
Levitt, Standard Deviations demystifies the science behind statistics and makes it easy to spot the fraud all
around.

London Times Book of the Week (2014) 50 graphs and 8 b&w illustrations
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From reader reviews:

Micheal Clothier:

Now a day people that Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not involve people to be aware of each data they get. How people have to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help people out of this uncertainty Information specially this Standard Deviations: Flawed Assumptions,
Tortured Data, and Other Ways to Lie with Statistics book because book offers you rich data and knowledge.
Of course the data in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Alta Valentin:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the subject Standard Deviations:
Flawed Assumptions, Tortured Data, and Other Ways to Lie with Statistics suitable to you? The actual book
was written by renowned writer in this era. The particular book untitled Standard Deviations: Flawed
Assumptions, Tortured Data, and Other Ways to Lie with Statisticsis one of several books that will everyone
read now. This particular book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will
enter the new age that you ever know previous to. The author explained their thought in the simple way, so
all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this guide. This book will give you a large amount of
information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world in this book.

Dorothy Waddell:

You may get this Standard Deviations: Flawed Assumptions, Tortured Data, and Other Ways to Lie with
Statistics by browse the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve challenge if
you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by simply written or
printed and also can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking of
your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information
about your guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade.
Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

Adelina Thompson:

That book can make you to feel relax. This specific book Standard Deviations: Flawed Assumptions,
Tortured Data, and Other Ways to Lie with Statistics was multi-colored and of course has pictures on the
website. As we know that book Standard Deviations: Flawed Assumptions, Tortured Data, and Other Ways
to Lie with Statistics has many kinds or category. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or
Detective Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book tend to
be make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for yourself
and try to like reading that.
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