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According to legend, the Bedouin tribes of pre-Islamic Arabia held poetry competitions during annual fairs
near Mecca. The wining poems called Mu'allaqat, or Hanging Odes, were embroidered in gold on banners
and suspended from the walls of Arabia's most sacred shrine, Ka'ba. Desert Tracings is a translation of six
classical sixth to eighth century odes. Arabic codes (qasidas) traditionally begin with the relationship of the
lover to the loved. Usually set at opening in the beloved's abandoned desert campsite, where the only
evidence that remains is tent marks and torrent beds in the sand - "naked tracings, / worn thin, like
inscriptions/ carved in flat stones" - the qasida moves gracefully through the thematic parts, the lover's grief,
the quest, and the final acceptance of a world deprived of the beloved. Like the oryx-doe trapped within the
unyielding cycles of the desert world. As Michael Sells writes in his introduction, the qasidahas been
overshadowed in the West by other Arabic literature, such as The Arabian Nights, but the qasidais the
primary literary tradition in both pre-Islamic and Islamic Arabia. The remarkable richness of language and
range of mood captured in theses translations help explain their enduring fascination.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Ford:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. To
be sure that book is very important usually. The book Desert Tracings: Six Classic Arabian Odes by
'Alqama, Shánfara, Labíd, 'Antara, Al-A'sha, and Dhu al-Rúmma (Wesleyan Poetry in Translation) seemed
to be making you to know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is rather
advantages for you. The book Desert Tracings: Six Classic Arabian Odes by 'Alqama, Shánfara, Labíd,
'Antara, Al-A'sha, and Dhu al-Rúmma (Wesleyan Poetry in Translation) is not only giving you far more new
information but also to get your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time
to read your e-book. Try to make relationship with the book Desert Tracings: Six Classic Arabian Odes by
'Alqama, Shánfara, Labíd, 'Antara, Al-A'sha, and Dhu al-Rúmma (Wesleyan Poetry in Translation). You
never experience lose out for everything if you read some books.

Deborah Ayers:

The publication with title Desert Tracings: Six Classic Arabian Odes by 'Alqama, Shánfara, Labíd, 'Antara,
Al-A'sha, and Dhu al-Rúmma (Wesleyan Poetry in Translation) has lot of information that you can
understand it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. That book exist new knowledge the
information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to
yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you with new era of the
the positive effect. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you
want.

Sang Weems:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Desert Tracings: Six
Classic Arabian Odes by 'Alqama, Shánfara, Labíd, 'Antara, Al-A'sha, and Dhu al-Rúmma (Wesleyan Poetry
in Translation), you could enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of
hangout type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout people. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its
referred to as reading friends.

Betty Peoples:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book was rare? Why so many
question for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but additionally novel and Desert Tracings: Six Classic Arabian Odes by
'Alqama, Shánfara, Labíd, 'Antara, Al-A'sha, and Dhu al-Rúmma (Wesleyan Poetry in Translation) or even
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others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel
need to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or even students especially. Those
books are helping them to include their knowledge. In additional case, beside science e-book, any other book
likes Desert Tracings: Six Classic Arabian Odes by 'Alqama, Shánfara, Labíd, 'Antara, Al-A'sha, and Dhu al-
Rúmma (Wesleyan Poetry in Translation) to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book
like this.
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