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In this groundbreaking novel, Fumiko Hayashi tells the powerful story of tormented love and one woman's
struggle to navigate the cruel realities of postwar Japan. The novel's characters, particularly its resilient
heroine Koda Y ukiko, find themselves trapped in their own drifting, unable to break out of the morass of
indecisiveness. Set in the years during and after World War |1, their lives and damaged psyches reflect the
confusion of the timesin which they live.

Floating Clouds follows Y ukiko as she moves from the physically lush and beautiful surroundings of
Japanese-occupied French Indochinato the desolation and chaos of postwar Japan. Hayashi's spare, affecting
novel presents arare portrait of Japanese colonialism and the harshness of Japan's postwar experience from
the perspective of awoman. Itsrich cast of characters, drawn from the back alleys of urban Japan and the
low rungs of society, offers an unforgettable portrait of Japanese society after the war.

The tortured relationship between Y ukiko and Tomioka, aminor official with the Department of Agriculture
and Forestry, provides the dramatic center of the novel. Y ukiko meets Tomioka while working as atypist for
the Japanese ministry in Indochina, where they begin their affair. After the war, Tomioka returnsto hiswife
but remains emotionally inscrutable to Y ukiko, refusing to break off their relationship. Meanwhile, Y ukiko
must find her way in aradically changed postwar Japan. When Y ukiko and Tomioka's lives once again cross,
the two set down a path shaped by their passion and sense of desperation.

First published in 1951, Floating Clouds is a classic of modern Japanese literature and was later made into a
film by legendary Japanese director Mikio Naruse.
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From reader reviews:
NumbersHarless:

The guide with title Floating Clouds (Japanese Studies Series) contains alot of information that you can find
out it. You can get alot of help after read this book. This specific book exist new know-how the information
that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world right now. That isimportant to yo7u to be
aware of how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you throughout new era of the
globalization. Y ou can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Esther Belote:

Y ou could spend your free time to see this book this book. This Floating Clouds (Japanese Studies Series) is
simple bringing you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have much
spaceto bring typically the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. Y ou can
save the particular book in your smart phone. Thus there are alot of benefits that you will get when one buys
this book.

Agatha Roughton:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you might have it
in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This Floating Clouds (Japanese Studies Series) can giveyou a
lot of close friends because by you investigating this one book you have point that they don't and make
anyone more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of astep for you to get success. This
reserve offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than additional
make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We need to have Floating Clouds (Japanese Studies Series).

Darrel Mason:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs from the others. Y ou can get it by online on social media. Y ou
can choose the top book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever simply by searching fromit. Itis
known as of book Floating Clouds (Japanese Studies Series). Y ou can contribute your knowledge by it.
Without causing the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most
important that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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