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Using black feminist theory and African American studies to read Victorian culture, Impossible Purities
looks at the construction of “Englishness’ as white, masculine, and pure and “ Americanness’ as black,
feminine, and impure. Brody’ s readings of Victorian novels, plays, paintings, and science fiction reveal the
impossibility of purity and the inevitability of hybridity in representations of ethnicity, sexuality, gender, and
race. She amasses a considerable amount of evidence to show that Victorian culture was bound inextricably
to various forms and figures of blackness.

Opening with areading of Daniel Defoe’'s“A True-Born Englishman,” which posits the mixed origins of
English identity, Brody goes on to analyze mulattas typified by Rhoda Swartz in William Thackeray’s Vanity
Fair, whose mixed-race status reveals the “ unseemly origins of English imperial power.” Examining
Victorian stage productions from blackface minstrel shows to performances of The Octoroon and Uncle
Tonm's Cabin, she explains how such productions depended upon feminized, “black” figuresin order to
reproduce Englishmen as masculine white subjects. She also discusses H.G. Wells's The Island of Dr.
Moreau in the context of debates about the “new woman,” slavery, and fears of the monstrous degeneration
of English gentleman. Impossible Purities concludes with a discussion of Bram Stoker’ s novella, “ The Lair
of the White Worm,” which brings together the book’ s concerns with changing racial representations on both
sides of the Atlantic.

This book will be of interest to scholarsin Victorian studies, literary theory, African American studies, and
cultural criticism.
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From reader reviews:
Dean Green:

In other case, little persons like to read book Impossible Purities: Blackness, Femininity, and Victorian
Culture. Y ou can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Provided that we know about how is
important any book Impossible Purities: Blackness, Femininity, and Victorian Culture. Y ou can add
information and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, because from book you
can realize everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple
matter until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we are able to open abook or perhaps
searching by internet system. It is called e-book. Y ou need to use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the
library. Let's examine.

M athew Jones:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you really
need something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man
or woman? If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster.
And you have free time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. The doctor hasto
answer that question mainly because just their can do that. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on
every person. Yes, it isright. Because start from on pre-school until university need this kind of Impossible
Purities: Blackness, Femininity, and Victorian Culture to read.

Walter Rojas:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also get alife style. Thisreading
habit give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information
inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of
guide you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want sense
happy read one together with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Often the Impossible Purities:
Blackness, Femininity, and Victorian Culture is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unstable
experience.

William Powers:

It is possible to spend your free time you just read this book this book. This Impossible Purities: Blackness,
Femininity, and Victorian Culture is simple to develop you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train
aswell as soon. If you did not have much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the actual e-
book. It is make you simpler to read it. Y ou can save typically the book in your smart phone. Therefore there
are alot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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