The Childhood of Jesus. Decoding the Apocryphal
|nfancy Gospel of Thomas

Reidar Aasgaard

Read Online ©

PDF File: The Childhood of Jesus: Decoding the Apocryphal Infancy Gospel of Thomas...


http://ibooko.club/go/read01.php?id=1606081268

The Childhood of Jesus: Decoding the Apocryphal Infancy
Gospel of Thomas

Reidar Aasgaard

The Childhood of Jesus: Decoding the Apocryphal Infancy Gospel of Thomas Reidar Aasgaard
Description: The mid-second-century apocryphal infancy gospel, the Gospel of Thomas, which deals with
the childhood of Jesus from age five to age twelve, has attained only limited interest from scholars. Much
research into the story has also been seriously misguided--especially study of the story's origin, character,
and setting. This book gives afresh interpretation of the infancy gospel, not least by applying a variety of
new approaches, including orality studies, narrative studies, gender studies, and social-scientific approaches.
The book comes to a number of radically new conclusions: The Gospel of Thomas is dependent on oral
storytelling and has far more narrative qualities than has been previously assumed. The narrative world
depicted in the gospel isthat of middle-class Christianity, with the social and cultural ideas and values
characteristic of such amilieu. The gospel's theology is hot heretical--as has often been claimed--but mirrors
mainstream thinking rooted in biblical tradition, particularly in the Johannine and Lukan traditions. Jesusis
portrayed as a divine figure but also as atrue-to-life child of late antiquity. The audience for the Gospel of
Thomasiis likely to have come from the rural population of early Christianity, a milieu that has received little
attention. A main audience for the story was children among early Christians, making this--at |east within
Christianity--the oldest-known children's tale. The book provides a Greek text and atrandlation, and several
appendixes on the story, along with other early Christian infancy material. Endorsements: "" Although the
Infancy Gospel of Thomas has long been enjoyed by readers interested in the Gospels that did not make it
into the New Testament, there has been a dearth of scholarship on most of the pressing textual, historical,
and theological issuesit raises. Reidar Aasgaard has done the scholarly world areal service by presenting a
full, interesting, and informed discussion of all these major questions. Scholars will now turn to this study
before any other when they want to explore the Infancy Gospel and its traditions."" --Bart D. Ehrman James
A. Gray Professor of Religious Studies University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill ""This thorough and
outstanding volume addresses a wide-range of historical, literary, and theological questions about the Infancy
Gospel of Thomas and offers a fresh interpretation of this baffling text. A highly valuable resource for those
interested in biblical studies, early Christianity, the history of childhood, and religious understandings of
children."" --Marcia J. Bunge Professor of Humanities and Theology Valparaiso University ""Informed by
current research on orality and narrative structure, Aasgard not only furthers our understanding of the content
of the document itself including its theology and ethics, but also breaks new ground in reconstructing its
social setting and audience . . . Drawing upon his extensive expertise, Aasgard also argues that the document
was intended for early Christian children and contributes substantially to the emergence of the investigation
children and childhood as a key interdisciplinary subfield within early Christian studies."" --Margaret Y.
MacDonald Professor, Religious Studies St. Francis Xavier University About the Contributor(s): Reidar
Aasgaard is Project Leader in the Norwegian Bible Society and has earned a doctorate in New
Testament/Early Christianity. He is the author of My Beloved Brothers and Sisters (2004) and has published
astudy edition of the New Testament as well as Norwegian translations of Augustine.
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From reader reviews:
Elizabeth Wiggins:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have alot more or little spare time? Y ep, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare timeto
take a move, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or even read a book titled The
Childhood of Jesus: Decoding the Apocryphal Infancy Gospel of Thomas? Maybe it isto get best activity for
you. You know beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you
agree with their opinion or you have additional opinion?

Robert Densmore:

Exactly why? Because this The Childhood of Jesus: Decoding the Apocryphal Infancy Gospel of Thomasis
an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap it but latter it will surprise you with
the secret that inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such
incredible way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the
meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to
regret it. This phenomenal book will give you alot of positive aspects than the other book have such as help
improving your skill and your critical thinking approach. So, still want to hesitate having that book? If |
were being you | will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Donald Wordley:

This The Childhood of Jesus: Decoding the Apocryphal Infancy Gospel of Thomasis great reserve for you
because the content and that is full of information for you who have always deal with world and have to
make decision every minute. This book reveal it details accurately using great plan word or we can declare
no rambling sentences included. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have wholeinfo in it. Doesn't
mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but hard core information with wonderful delivering
sentences. Having The Childhood of Jesus: Decoding the Apocryphal Infancy Gospel of Thomasin your
hand like keeping the world in your arm, factsin it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no guide that offer
you world throughout ten or fifteen minute right but this e-book already do that. So, thisis good reading
book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt which?

Roger Moxley:

Do you like reading areserve? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many problem for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book but also novel and The Childhood of Jesus: Decoding the
Apocryphal Infancy Gospel of Thomas or even others sources were given know-how for you. After you
know how the truly great a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science reserve was created for
teacher or maybe students especially. Those textbooks are hel ping them to increase their knowledge. In
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various other case, beside science publication, any other book likes The Childhood of Jesus. Decoding the
Apocryphal Infancy Gospel of Thomas to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of
book like this one.
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