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The story of Judaism is a story of paradox. It is the story of how a small cluster of desert tribes gave birth to
a monotheistic doctrine that profoundly shaped the history of human civilization. It is the story of how that
initially obscure desert doctrine came to be codified into the Hebrew Bible, one of the world's greatest works
of literature. It is the story of how a small minority came to be viewed by the majority as disproportionately
powerful and, following pogrom and Holocaust, were driven to the edge of extinction. And it is the story of
how a displaced people, globally dispersed throughout other nations for two-and-a-half millennia, came to
forge a modern, secular Israeli state which many Jews believe to have been granted an explicitly divine
mandate. Oliver Leaman carefully and creatively explores the nature of these apparent contradictions. He
discusses the origins of the Jewish Bible; recounts the history of the Jewish people from the era of Patriarchs
and Prophets through the Middle Ages up to the contemporary era; outlines the Jewish liturgical calendar
and its major rites and modes of worship; and considers the great variety of Jewish literatures (including
modern post-Holocaust writers like Primo Levi and Elie Wiesel), art, food and culture. Further chapters
examine such topics as mysticism and kabbalah; modern Hebrew; interfaith relations; and the highly
contested question, ""Who is a Jew?"".
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Martindale:

Book is usually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Next to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A book Judaism: An Introduction (Introductions to
Religion) will make you to be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about every little
thing. But some of you think in which open or reading the book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why
they may be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or ideal book with you?

Kim Deyoung:

Now a day those who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not demand people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot more to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Studying a book
can help people out of this uncertainty Information specially this Judaism: An Introduction (Introductions to
Religion) book because book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred
per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Phyllis Tucker:

The particular book Judaism: An Introduction (Introductions to Religion) will bring you to the new
experience of reading a book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new
book you just read, this book very suitable to you. The book Judaism: An Introduction (Introductions to
Religion) is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you
can quicker to read the book.

Lawrence Shults:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is created or printed or highlighted from each source that filled update of news. In this
modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social like
newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just trying to
find the Judaism: An Introduction (Introductions to Religion) when you essential it?
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