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Debate over the relationship between morality and the law characterizes the contemporary discussion of
American constitutionalism. Many theorists equate constitutionalism with the social morality of the
American community; others deny the existence of such a community and identify constitutionalism simply
as the positive law of the state. In this thoughtful and innovative book, H. Jefferson Powell presents a
theological interpretation of the connection between constitutionalism and morality.
Powell locates the origins of constitutional law in the Enlightenment attempt to control the violence of the
state by subjecting power to reason. He then traces constitutionalism's rapid evolution into a tradition of
rational inquiry centered in the practice of adjudication and embodied in a community of lawyers and judges.
Finally, Powell shows how the tradition's nineteenth-century presuppositions about the autonomy and
rationality of constitutional argument have been undermined in the twentieth century, within the
constitutional community itself, by the acceptance of a positivist and "democratic" understanding of law.
Powell shows how the continued willingness of the courts to resolve moral questions by invoking "the
Constitution" has thrown the constitutional tradition into an epistemological crisis. He critiques the work of
many major theorists—John Hart Ely, Bruce Ackerman, Frank Michaelman, Rogers Smith, Michael Perry,
Mark Tushnet, Robert Bork, Sanford Levinson—who, he claims, persist in attempting to resolve the crisis by
redefining constitutionalism as American social morality.
With reference to Alasdair MacIntyre's concepts of moral tradition and social practice and John Howard
Yoder's theological account of the state, Powell places his analysis of current constitutionalism within a
contemporary Christian theological critique of Western liberalism. With certain exceptions, Powell
concludes, there are theological grounds in the United States to prefer decision making by elected officials to
decision by constitutional courts. Despite the controversial implications for judicial practice and legal
argument, Powell ultimately argues that the liberal tradition of rational inquiry--American constitutionalism-
-be renounced by the Christian community in favor of the majoritarian political process.
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From reader reviews:

Marvin Seto:

The book The Moral Tradition of American Constitutionalism: A Theological Interpretation make one feel
enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to be
your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem with the subject. If you can make
examining a book The Moral Tradition of American Constitutionalism: A Theological Interpretation to be
your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about
many or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like available and read a publication The Moral
Tradition of American Constitutionalism: A Theological Interpretation. Kinds of book are several. It means
that, science e-book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this book?

Richard Perkins:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students as they are still students or the idea for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that query above. Every
person has diverse personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they
don't desire do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book The Moral Tradition of
American Constitutionalism: A Theological Interpretation. All type of book are you able to see on many
methods. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Alan Malbrough:

Typically the book The Moral Tradition of American Constitutionalism: A Theological Interpretation has a
lot of knowledge on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of help. The book was published
by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research just before write this book. That book
very easy to read you may get the point easily after looking over this book.

Luis Morales:

As a college student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart or
real their hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As
we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Moral Tradition of American Constitutionalism: A Theological
Interpretation can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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