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A much-maligned minority throughout American history, atheists have been cast as a threat to the nation’s
moral fabric, barred from holding public office, and branded as irreligious misfits in a nation chosen by God.
Yet, village atheists—as these godless freethinkers came to be known by the close of the nineteenth
century—were also hailed for their gutsy dissent from stultifying pieties and for posing a necessary secularist
challenge to majoritarian entanglements of church and state. Village Atheists explores the complex cultural
terrain that unbelievers have long had to navigate in their fight to secure equal rights and liberties in
American public life.

Leigh Eric Schmidt rebuilds the history of American secularism from the ground up, giving flesh and blood
to these outspoken infidels, including itinerant lecturer Samuel Porter Putnam; rough-edged cartoonist
Watson Heston; convicted blasphemer Charles B. Reynolds; and atheist sex reformer Elmina D. Slenker. He
describes their everyday confrontations with devout neighbors and evangelical ministers, their strained
efforts at civility alongside their urge to ridicule and offend their Christian compatriots. Schmidt examines
the multilayered world of social exclusion, legal jeopardy, yet also civic acceptance in which American
atheists and secularists lived. He shows how it was only in the middle decades of the twentieth century that
nonbelievers attained a measure of legal vindication, yet even then they often found themselves marginalized
on the edges of a God-trusting, Bible-believing nation.

Village Atheists reveals how the secularist vision for the United States proved to be anything but triumphant
and age-defining for a country where faith and citizenship were—and still are—routinely interwoven.
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From reader reviews:

Angela Hampton:

Book is actually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can learn everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Close to
that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A e-book Village Atheists: How America's Unbelievers
Made Their Way in a Godly Nation will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel a lot more
confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think that open or reading the book
make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you searching
for best book or suitable book with you?

Jessica Nakagawa:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading habit give you lot
of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book that
will improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of guide you read, if
you want drive more knowledge just go with training books but if you want feel happy read one with theme
for entertaining such as comic or novel. The actual Village Atheists: How America's Unbelievers Made Their
Way in a Godly Nation is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Patty Scheuerman:

The particular book Village Atheists: How America's Unbelievers Made Their Way in a Godly Nation has a
lot associated with on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was authored
by the very famous author. The author makes some research before write this book. This particular book very
easy to read you will get the point easily after looking over this book.

Robert Tanaka:

The book untitled Village Atheists: How America's Unbelievers Made Their Way in a Godly Nation contain
a lot of information on this. The writer explains your ex idea with easy means. The language is very
straightforward all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was
authored by famous author. The author will bring you in the new age of literary works. It is easy to read this
book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book throughout
anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site in addition
to order it. Have a nice go through.
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