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They were not the "Banquet Years," those anxious wartime years when poets and novelists were made to feel
embarrassed by their impulse to write literature. And yet it was the attitude of those writers and critics in the
1930s and 1940s that shaped French literature--the ideas of Derrida, Foucault, de Man, Deleuze, and
Ricoeur--and has so profoundly influenced literary enterprise in the English-speaking world since 1968. This
literary history, the prehistory of postmodernism, is what Denis Hollier recovers in his interlocking studies of
the main figures of French literary life before the age of anxiety gave way to the era of existentialist
commitment.

Georges Bataille, Michel Leiris, Roger Caillois, André Malraux, the early Jean-Paul Sartre are the figures
Hollier considers, writers torn between politics and the pleasures of the text. They appear here uneasily
balancing the influences of the philosopher and the man of action. These studies convey the paradoxical
heroism of writers fighting for a world that would extend no rights or privileges to writers, writing for a
world in which literature would become a reprehensible frivolity. If the nineteenth century was that of the
consecration of the writer, this was the time for their sacrificial death, and Hollier captures the comical
pathos of these writers pursuing the ideal of "engagement" through an exercise in dispossession. His work
identifies, as none has before, the master plot for literature that was crafted in the 1940s, a plot in which we
are still very much entangled.
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From reader reviews:

Gerald Warfield:

Inside other case, little individuals like to read book Absent without Leave: French Literature under the
Threat of War. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. As long as we know about
how is important a new book Absent without Leave: French Literature under the Threat of War. You can add
information and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, mainly because
from book you can know everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will find yourself
known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, you can open a book or
perhaps searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored stiff to go to
the library. Let's go through.

Kenny Grant:

What do you regarding book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what the ones you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy person? If you don't
have spare time to try and do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have time? What did
you do? Every person has many questions above. They should answer that question simply because just their
can do that will. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is right. Because start from
on kindergarten until university need that Absent without Leave: French Literature under the Threat of War
to read.

Scott Seward:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or information even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the
problems coming to anyone is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Absent without Leave:
French Literature under the Threat of War is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why,
because this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Lester Baker:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind expertise or
thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when compared with can
satisfy your limited time to read it because all of this time you only find guide that need more time to be go
through. Absent without Leave: French Literature under the Threat of War can be your answer because it can
be read by an individual who have those short time problems.
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