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Beginning with a startling endorsement of the patristic view of Judaism—that it was a "carnal" religion, in
contrast to the spiritual vision of the Church—Daniel Boyarin argues that rabbinic Judaism was based on a
set of assumptions about the human body that were profoundly different from those of Christianity. The
body—specifically, the sexualized body—could not be renounced, for the Rabbis believed as a religious
principle in the generation of offspring and hence in intercourse sanctioned by marriage.

This belief bound men and women together and made impossible the various modes of gender separation
practiced by early Christians. The commitment to coupling did not imply a resolution of the unequal
distribution of power that characterized relations between the sexes in all late-antique societies. But Boyarin
argues strenuously that the male construction and treatment of women in rabbinic Judaism did not rest on a
loathing of the female body. Thus, without ignoring the currents of sexual domination that course through
the Talmudic texts, Boyarin insists that the rabbinic account of human sexuality, different from that of the
Hellenistic Judaisms and Pauline Christianity, has something important and empowering to teach us today.
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From reader reviews:

Jose Carr:

The reserve with title Carnal Israel: Reading Sex in Talmudic Culture (The New Historicism) posesses a lot
of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This particular book
exist new expertise the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world currently.
That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you within
new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the item
anywhere you want.

Wilhelmina Kane:

Carnal Israel: Reading Sex in Talmudic Culture (The New Historicism) can be one of your nice books that
are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that may increase
your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the
information. The writer giving his/her effort to set every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Carnal
Israel: Reading Sex in Talmudic Culture (The New Historicism) however doesn't forget the main stage,
giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource info that maybe you can be among it. This great
information could drawn you into new stage of crucial considering.

Matthew Blackburn:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may
doesn't work this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer can be Carnal Israel: Reading Sex in Talmudic Culture (The New
Historicism) why because the wonderful cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint
an individual. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will
directly show you to pick up this book.

Lillian Albrecht:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information originating from a book. Book is published or printed or descriptive from each source in which
filled update of news. Within this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you.
From media social such as newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, new and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just seeking the Carnal Israel: Reading Sex in Talmudic Culture (The New Historicism) when you
required it?
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