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A magical debut novel for readers of Naomi Novik’s Uprooted, Erin Morgenstern’s The Night Circus,
and Neil Gaiman’s myth-rich fantasies, The Bear and the Nightingale spins an irresistible spell as it
announces the arrival of a singular talent with a gorgeous voice.

At the edge of the Russian wilderness, winter lasts most of the year and the snowdrifts grow taller than
houses. But Vasilisa doesn’t mind—she spends the winter nights huddled around the embers of a fire with
her beloved siblings, listening to her nurse’s fairy tales. Above all, she loves the chilling story of Frost, the
blue-eyed winter demon, who appears in the frigid night to claim unwary souls. Wise Russians fear him, her
nurse says, and honor the spirits of house and yard and forest that protect their homes from evil.

After Vasilisa’s mother dies, her father goes to Moscow and brings home a new wife. Fiercely devout, city-
bred, Vasilisa’s new stepmother forbids her family from honoring the household spirits. The family
acquiesces, but Vasilisa is frightened, sensing that more hinges upon their rituals than anyone knows.

And indeed, crops begin to fail, evil creatures of the forest creep nearer, and misfortune stalks the village. All
the while, Vasilisa’s stepmother grows ever harsher in her determination to groom her rebellious
stepdaughter for either marriage or confinement in a convent.

As danger circles, Vasilisa must defy even the people she loves and call on dangerous gifts she has long
concealed—this, in order to protect her family from a threat that seems to have stepped from her nurse’s
most frightening tales.

Advance praise for The Bear and the Nightingale

“Stunning . . . will enchant readers from the first page. . . . with an irresistible heroine who wants only to be
free of the bonds placed on her gender and claim her own fate.”—Publishers Weekly(starred review)

“Utterly bewitching . . . a lush narrative . . . an immersive, earthy story of folk magic, faith, and hubris,
peopled with vivid, dynamic characters, particularly clever, brave Vasya, who outsmarts men and demons
alike to save her family.”—Booklist (starred review)

“Arden’s supple, sumptuous first novel transports the reader to a version of medieval Russia where history
and myth coexist.”—Kirkus Reviews (starred review)

“Radiant . . . a darkly magical fairy tale for adults, [but] not just for those who love magic.”—Library
Journal

“An extraordinary retelling of a very old tale . . . A Russian setting adds unfamiliar spice to the story of a
young woman who does not rebel against the limits of her role in her culture so much as transcend them. The
Bear and the Nightingale is a wonderfully layered novel of family and the harsh wonders of deep winter
magic.”—Robin Hobb

“A beautiful deep-winter story, full of magic and monsters and the sharp edges of growing up.”—Naomi
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“Haunting and lyrical, The Bear and the Nightingale tugs at the heart and quickens the pulse. I can’t wait for
her next book.”—Terry Brooks

“The Bear and the Nightingale is a marvelous trip into an ancient Russia where magic is a part of everyday
life.”—Todd McCaffrey

“Enthralling and enchanting—I literally couldn’t put it down. A wondrous book!”—Tamora Pierce
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From reader reviews:

Marguerite Boutte:

Here thing why this The Bear and the Nightingale: A Novel are different and dependable to be yours. First of
all reading through a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content than it which is the content is as
scrumptious as food or not. The Bear and the Nightingale: A Novel giving you information deeper and
different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no guide that similar with The Bear and the
Nightingale: A Novel. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing
this happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in
area, café, or even in your means home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted
book maybe the form of The Bear and the Nightingale: A Novel in e-book can be your alternative.

Robert Monson:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its handle may doesn't work at
this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
seem likes. Maybe you answer might be The Bear and the Nightingale: A Novel why because the fantastic
cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content
is fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up
this book.

Kevin Adams:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all of this time you only find book that need more time
to be go through. The Bear and the Nightingale: A Novel can be your answer mainly because it can be read
by anyone who have those short spare time problems.

David Moore:

E-book is one of source of understanding. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen need book to know the update information of year in order to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world.
From the book The Bear and the Nightingale: A Novel we can take more advantage. Don't that you be
creative people? For being creative person must choose to read a book. Simply choose the best book that
suited with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life by this book The Bear and the
Nightingale: A Novel. You can more desirable than now.
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