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As part of his attempt to secure a place for women in scientific culture, the Cartesian Francois Poullain de la
Barre asserted as long ago as 1673 that "the mind has no sex?' In this rich and comprehensive history of
women's contributions to the development of early modem science, Londa Schiebinger examines the shifting
fortunes of male and female equality in the sphere of the intellect. Schiebinger counters the "great women"
mode of history and calls attention to broader developmentsin scientific culture that have been obscured by
time and changing circumstance. She also elucidates a larger issue: how gender structures knowledge and
power.

It is often assumed that women were automatically excluded from participation in the scientific revolution of
early modem Europe, but in fact powerful trends encouraged their involvement. Aristocratic women
participated in the learned discourse of the Renaissance court and dominated the informal salons that
proliferated in seventeenth-century Paris. In Germany, women of the artisan class pursued research in fields
such as astronomy and entomology. These and other women fought to renegotiate gender boundaries within
the newly established scientific academies in order to secure their place among the men of science.

But for women the promises of the Enlightenment were not to be fulfilled. Scientific and social upheavals
not only left women on the sidelines but aso brought about what the author calls the "scientific revolution in
views of sexual difference?' While many aspects of the scientific revolution are well understood, what has
not generally been recognized is that revolution came also from another quarter--the scientific understanding
of biological sex and sexual temperament (what we today call gender). lllustrations of female skeletons of
the ideal woman--with small skulls and large pelvises--portrayed female nature as a virtue in the private
realm of hearth and home, but as a handicap in the world of science. At the same time, seventeenth- and
eighteenth-century women witnessed the erosion of their own spheres of influence. Midwifery and medical
cookery were gradually subsumed into the newly profess ionalized medical sciences. Scientia, the ancient
femal e personification of science, lost ground to a newer image of the male researcher, efficient and solitary-
-adevelopment that reflected a deeper intellectual shift. By the late eighteenth century, a self-reinforcing
system had emerged that rendered invisible the inequalities women suffered.

In reexamining the origins of modem science, Schiebinger unearths aforgotten heritage of women scientists
and probes the cultural and historical forces that continue to shape the course of scientific scholarship and
knowledge.
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From reader reviews:
Beverly McGahey:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be upgrade about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by looking at books. It isagood choice for you personally but the
problems coming to anyoneis you don't know what type you should start with. This The Mind Has No Sex?:
Women in the Origins of Modern Science is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why,
because this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Lisa Gaither:

The Mind Has No Sex?: Women in the Origins of Modern Science can be one of your beginner books that
are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that could
increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information.
The copy writer giving his/her effort to put every word into delight arrangement in writing The Mind Has No
Sex?. Women in the Origins of Modern Science yet doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the
hottest along with based confirm resource info that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great
information can drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial considering.

Jose Scott:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book was rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but additionally novel and The Mind Has No Sex?: Women in the Origins
of Modern Science or even others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the fantastic a
book, you fedl wish to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or even students especialy.
Those guides are helping them to add their knowledge. In some other case, beside science guide, any other
book likes The Mind Has No Sex? Women in the Origins of Modern Science to make your spare time far
more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Danidl Johnson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got pupils? We believe that that question
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And also you
know that little person just like reading or as reading become their hobby. Y ou need to know that reading is
very important and also book as to be the thing. Book isimportant thing to include you knowledge, except
your own personal teacher or lecturer. Y ou get good news or update concerning something by book.
Numerous books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them are these claims The Mind Has No
Sex?. Women in the Origins of Modern Science.
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