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He was a brilliant teller of tales, one of the most widely read authors of the twentieth century, and at one time
the most famous writer in the world, yet W. Somerset Maugham’s own true story has never been fully told.
At last, the truth is revealed in a landmark biography by the award-winning writer Selina Hastings. Granted
unprecedented access to Maugham’s personal correspondence and to newly uncovered interviews with his
only child, Hastings portrays the secret loves, betrayals, integrity, and passion that inspired Maugham to
create such classics as The Razor’s Edge and Of Human Bondage. Portrayed in full for the first time is
Maugham’s disastrous marriage to Syrie Wellcome, a manipulative society woman who trapped Maugham
with a pregnancy and an attempted suicide. Hastings also explores Maugham’s many affairs with men,
including his great love, Gerald Haxton, an alcoholic charmer. Maugham’s work in secret intelligence during
two world wars is described in fascinating detail—experiences that provided the inspiration for the
groundbreaking Ashenden stories. From the West End to Broadway, from China to the South Pacific,
Maugham’s remarkably productive life is thrillingly recounted as Hastings uncovers the real stories behind
such classics as Rain, The Painted Veil, Cakes & Ale, and other well-known tales.
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From reader reviews:

Derek Morton:

Book is actually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can understand everything you want by
a guide. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A e-book The Secret Lives of Somerset Maugham: A
Biography will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about
almost everything. But some of you think that open or reading the book make you bored. It isn't make you
fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or acceptable book with you?

Luther Keller:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their family,
or all their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic inside
the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill
your personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book may be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to attempt
look for book, may be the publication untitled The Secret Lives of Somerset Maugham: A Biography can be
good book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Kara Hogan:

Is it you actually who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Secret Lives of
Somerset Maugham: A Biography can be the answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are and
so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So
what these ebooks have than the others?

Raymond Crandall:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. That The Secret Lives of Somerset Maugham: A
Biography can give you a lot of pals because by you investigating this one book you have thing that they
don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success.
This book offer you information that probably your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than various other
make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We need to have The Secret Lives of Somerset Maugham:
A Biography.
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