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Mary Wigman, Germany's premier modern dancer between the two world wars, envisioned the dancer in the
thrall of ecstatic and demonic forces. Transforming the performer into an abstract configuration of energy in
space, her works subverted the traditional eroticization of the female dancer. Criticsin her own time and
historians since have hailed her as a magjor innovator of dance modernism.

What commentators have not acknowledged until recently, however, is her collaboration with the Nazis.
Under the Third Reich, Wigman subtly transformed the choreographic themes that had brought her fame
during the Weimar Republic. Reverting to more traditional images of the female dancer, her works
represented the division between male and female spheres so central to fascist ideology. Her choreographic
career thus challenges the prevailing view of a sharp break between Weimar and Nazi culture.

Dance and cultural historian Susan Manning traces Wigman's career from Monte Verita, an artist's colony
where she spent the First World War in voluntary exile, to West Berlin, where she premiered her final work
just months after the building of the Berlin Wall. Manning argues that Wigman challenged the voyeurism of
the male spectator while projecting an essentialized national identity, amystical aura of Germanness.

Introducing methods not usually found in dance studies, Manning spins Wigman's story into an

interdisciplinary space bounded by ongoing dialogues on the history of the body and the sexual and national
politics of artistic modernism.
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From reader reviews:
Méelissa Chandler:

This Ecstasy and the Demon: Feminism and Nationalism in the Dances of Mary Wigman book is absolutely
not ordinary book, you have after that it the world isin your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this
book is definitely information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get datawhich is getting
deeper anyone read alot of information you will get. This Ecstasy and the Demon: Feminism and
Nationalism in the Dances of Mary Wigman without we recognize teach the one who reading through it
become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't be worry Ecstasy and the Demon: Feminism and
Nationalism in the Dances of Mary Wigman can bring when you are and not make your case space or
bookshelves grow to be full because you can haveit in your lovely laptop even phone. This Ecstasy and the
Demon: Feminism and Nationalism in the Dances of Mary Wigman having great arrangement in word in
addition to layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Jennifer Johnson:

The guide untitled Ecstasy and the Demon: Feminism and Nationalism in the Dances of Mary Wigman isthe
e-book that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown
to anyone. The language that article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The article writer was did alot of analysis when write the book, to ensure the information that
they share to you is absolutely accurate. Y ou aso can get the e-book of Ecstasy and the Demon: Feminism
and Nationalism in the Dances of Mary Wigman from the publisher to make you alot more enjoy freetime.

Victor Green:

Do you redly one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its cover may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic asin the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer could be Ecstasy and the Demon: Feminism and Nationalism in the
Dances of Mary Wigman why because the amazing cover that make you consider regarding the content will
not disappoint you. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or cover. Y our reading 6th sense
will directly show you to pick up this book.

Emanuel Douglas:

Isit aperson who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Ecstasy and the Demon:
Feminism and Nationalism in the Dances of Mary Wigman can be the reply, oh how comes? The new book
you know. Y ou are therefore out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand-new erais common not
ageek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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