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While sifting through trash in her flooded New Orleans home, Ruth Salvaggio discovered an old volume of
Sappho's poetry stained with muck and mold. In her efforts to restore the book, Salvaggio realized that the
process reflected how Sappho's own words were unearthed from the refuse of the ancient world. Undertaking
such atask in New Orleans, she sets out to recover the city's rich poetic heritage while searching through its
flooded debris.

Hearing Sappho in New Orleansis at once a meditation on this poetic city, its many languages and cultures,
and a history of its forgotten poetry. Using Sappho's fragments as a guide, Salvaggio roams the streets and
neighborhoods of the city as she explores the migrations of lyric poetry from ancient Greece through the
African slave trade to indigenous America and ultimately to New Orleans.

The book also directs usto the lyric call of poetry, the voice always in search of alistener. Writing in a post-
Katrina landscape, Salvaggio recovers and ponders the social consequences of the "long song" -- lyric
chants, especially the voices of women lost in time -- asit resonates from New Orleans's "poetic sites' like
Congo Square, where Africans and Indians gathered in the early eighteenth century, to the modern-day
Maple Leaf Bar, where poets still convene on Sunday afternoons. She recovers, for example, an all-but-
forgotten young Creole woman named Lé é and leads us all the way up to celebrated contemporary writers
such as former Louisiana poet laureate Brenda Marie Osbey, Sybil Kein, Nicole Cooley, and Katherine
Soniat.

Hearing Sappho in New Orleansis areminder of poetry's ability to restore and secure fragile and fragmented
connections in avulnerable and imperiled world.
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From reader reviews:
Barbara Spangler:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what your own problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man? If you don't
have spare time to do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have spare
time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They must answer that question ssimply
because just their can do in which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, itis
appropriate. Because start from on guarderia until university need this Hearing Sappho in New Orleans: The
Call of Poetry from Congo Square to the Ninth Ward (Southern Literary Studies) to read.

Lane James:

This book untitled Hearing Sappho in New Orleans: The Call of Poetry from Congo Square to the Ninth
Ward (Southern Literary Studies) to be one of several books this best seller in this year, thisis because when
you read this book you can get alot of benefit init. You will easily to buy this book in the book retail outlet
or you can order it via online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to
read this book, because you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to you to
past this guide from your list.

Sheila Robinson:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Hearing Sappho in New Orleans. The
Call of Poetry from Congo Square to the Ninth Ward (Southern Literary Studies) book written by well-
known writer whose to say well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who also read the
book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and compaosing skill only for eliminate your
current hunger then you still hesitation Hearing Sappho in New Orleans: The Call of Poetry from Congo
Square to the Ninth Ward (Southern Literary Studies) as good book but not only by the cover but also by the
content. Thisis one reserve that can break don't judge book by its handle, so do you still needing one more
sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said so why you have to
listening to one more sixth sense.

Eileen Vaughan:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. Y ou can take knowledge and
information originating from abook. Book is created or printed or illustrated from each source which filled
update of news. On this modern eralike now, many ways to get information are available for you. From
media social including newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just looking for the Hearing Sappho in New Orleans: The Call of Poetry from Congo Square to the
Ninth Ward (Southern Literary Studies) when you necessary it?
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