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"Provides scholars with a fresh and thoughtful examination of the first administration that had to deal with
Southern secession."--Jonathan M. Atkins, author of Palitics, Parties, and the Sectional Conflict in
Tennessee, 1832-1861

As James Buchanan took office in 1857, the United States found itself at a crossroads. Dissolution of the
Union had been averted and the Democratic Party maintained control of the federal government, but the
nation watched to see if Pennsylvanidsfirst president could make good on his promise to calm sectional
tensions.

Despite Buchanan's central rolein acrucial hour in U.S. history, few presidents have been more ignored by
historians. In assembling the essays for this volume, Michael Birkner and John Quist have asked leading
scholars to reconsider whether Buchanan’ s failures stemmed from his own mistakes or from circumstances
that no president could have overcome.

Buchanan's dealings with Utah shed light on his handling of the secession crisis. His approach to Dred Scott
reinforces the image of a president whose doughface views were less a matter of hypocrisy than a thorough
identification with southern interests. Essays on the secession crisis provide fodder for debate about the
strengths and limitations of presidential authority in an existential moment for the young nation.

Although the essays in this collection offer widely differing interpretations of Buchanan's presidency, they

all grapple honestly with the complexities of the issues faced by the man who sat in the White House prior to
the towering figure of Lincoln, and contribute to a deeper understanding of a turbulent and formative era.
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From reader reviews:
Inez Morales:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled James Buchanan and the Coming of the Civil War. Try to make book
James Buchanan and the Coming of the Civil War as your buddy. It means that it can for being your friend
when you really feel aone and beside that course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it isvery
fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you more confidence because you can know almost everything
by the book. So , we need to make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Jon Gomes:

The guide untitled James Buchanan and the Coming of the Civil War is the guide that recommended to you
you just read. Y ou can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to a person. The language
that writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article author was did a
lot of exploration when write the book, therefore the information that they share to your account is absolutely
accurate. Y ou also could get the e-book of James Buchanan and the Coming of the Civil War from the
publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Travis Mahon:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this James Buchanan and the Coming of the
Civil War guide written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which can be understand
by anyone who read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and
writing skill only for eliminate your own persona hunger then you still doubt James Buchanan and the
Coming of the Civil War as good book not just by the cover but also by the content. Thisis one guide that
can break don't judge book by its cover, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this
particular!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to yet
another sixth sense.

John Smith:

As astudent exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library as well
asto make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit or
real their passion. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to generaly there
but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful picson there. Yeah, it isfor being complicated. Book is very important in your case. Aswe know
that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore, this James Buchanan and the Coming of the Civil War can make you feel
more interested to read.
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