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At once a literary-philosophical meditation on the question of modernity and a manifesto for a new form of
literary criticism, Modernity at Sea argues that the nineteenth-century sea narrative played a crucial role in
the emergence of a theory of modernity as permanent crisis.

In a series of close readings of such works as Herman Melville's White-Jacket and Moby Dick, Joseph
Conrad's The Nigger of the "Narcissus" and The Secret Sharer, and Karl Marx's Grundrisse, Cesare Casarino
draws upon the thought of twentieth-century figures including Giorgio Agamben, Louis Althusser, Walter
Benjamin, Leo Bersani, Gilles Deleuze, Félix Guattari, and Antonio Negri to characterize the nineteenth-
century ship narrative as the epitome of Michel Foucault's "heterotopia"-a special type of space that
simultaneously represents, inverts, and contests all other spaces in culture.

Elaborating Foucault's claim that the ship has been the heterotopia par excellence of Western civilization
since the Renaissance, Casarino goes on to argue that the nineteenth-century sea narrative froze the world of
the ship just before its disappearance-thereby capturing at once its apogee and its end, and producing the ship
as the matrix of modernity.

Cesare Casarino is associate professor in the Department of Cultural Studies and Comparative Literature at
the University of Minnesota.
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From reader reviews:

Judy Chisolm:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive at this
point, people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded
place and notice by simply surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated it for a while
is reading. Yes, by reading a publication your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stay than
other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this particular
Modernity At Sea: Melville, Marx, Conrad In Crisis (Theory Out Of Bounds) book as nice and daily reading
reserve. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Peter Zimmerman:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extra time or they will get
lots of stress from both day to day life and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you have
when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then ever
try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, often the book you have
read will be Modernity At Sea: Melville, Marx, Conrad In Crisis (Theory Out Of Bounds).

Corey Smith:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Modernity At Sea: Melville, Marx,
Conrad In Crisis (Theory Out Of Bounds) e-book written by well-known writer who knows well how to
make book that could be understand by anyone who read the book. Written in good manner for you, dripping
every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still uncertainty Modernity At Sea:
Melville, Marx, Conrad In Crisis (Theory Out Of Bounds) as good book not only by the cover but also by
content. This is one guide that can break don't ascertain book by its handle, so do you still needing yet
another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already told you so why you have
to listening to another sixth sense.

Brandon Seymour:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to your account is Modernity At Sea: Melville, Marx, Conrad In Crisis (Theory Out Of
Bounds) this e-book consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This kind of book
was represented how can the world has grown up. The language styles that writer use to explain it is easy to
understand. The actual writer made some investigation when he makes this book. Here is why this book ideal
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all of you.
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