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In 2004, the French government instituted a ban on the wearing of "conspicuous signs" of religious
affiliation in public schools. Though the ban applies to everyone, it is aimed at Muslim girls wearing
headscarves. Proponents of the law insist it upholds France's values of secular liberalism and regard the
headscarf as symbolic of Islam's resistance to modernity. The Politics of the Veil is an explosive refutation of
this view, one that bears important implications for us all.

Joan Wallach Scott, the renowned pioneer of gender studies, argues that the law is symptomatic of France's
failure to integrate its former colonial subjects as full citizens. She examines the long history of racism
behind the law as well as the ideological barriers thrown up against Muslim assimilation. She emphasizes the
conflicting approaches to sexuality that lie at the heart of the debate--how French supporters of the ban view
sexual openness as the standard for normalcy, emancipation, and individuality, and the sexual modesty
implicit in the headscarf as proof that Muslims can never become fully French. Scott maintains that the law,
far from reconciling religious and ethnic differences, only exacerbates them. She shows how the insistence
on homogeneity is no longer feasible for France--or the West in general--and how it creates the very "clash
of civilizations" said to be at the root of these tensions.

The Politics of the Veil calls for a new vision of community where common ground is found amid our
differences, and where the embracing of diversity--not its suppression--is recognized as the best path to
social harmony.
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From reader reviews:

Darlene Trevino:

The guide with title The Politics of the Veil (The Public Square) contains a lot of information that you can
study it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This particular book exist new knowledge the
information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to
understand how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you with new era of the the positive
effect. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Maryann Goldberg:

The book untitled The Politics of the Veil (The Public Square) contain a lot of information on this. The
writer explains the girl idea with easy way. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do
certainly not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was written by famous author. The author will
bring you in the new period of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can keep reading
your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish
to purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice learn.

Lilian Anderson:

With this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What
you should do is just spending your time little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of
several books in the top checklist in your reading list is The Politics of the Veil (The Public Square). This
book that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking
up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Betty Bass:

Some individuals said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a book. They are directly felt this when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the particular book The Politics of the Veil (The Public
Square) to make your own reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading skill is developing when
you similar to reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the impression
about book and examining especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to start a book and study it.
Beside that the guide The Politics of the Veil (The Public Square) can to be your brand new friend when
you're truly feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of their time.
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