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Popular images of women during the American Civil War include self-sacrificing nurses, romantic spies, and
brave ladies maintaining hearth and home in the absence of their men. However, as DeAnne Blanton and
Lauren M. Cook show in their remarkable new study, that conventional picture does not tell the entire story.
Hundreds of women assumed male aliases, disguised themselves in men’s uniforms, and charged into battle
as Union and Confederate soldiers—facing down not only the guns of the adversary but also the gender
prejudices of society. They Fought Like Demons s the first book to fully explore and explain these women,
their experiences as combatants, and the controversial issues surrounding their military service.

Relying on more than a decade of research in primary sources, Blanton and Cook document over 240 women
in uniform and find that their reasons for fighting mirrored those of men—-patriotism, honor, heritage, and a
desire for excitement. Some enlisted to remain with husbands or brothers, while others had dressed as men
before the war. Some so enjoyed being freed from traditional women’ s roles that they continued their
masqguerade well after 1865. The authors describe how Y ankee and Rebel women soldiers eluded detection,
some for many years, and even merited promotion. Their comrades often did not discover the deception until
the “young boy” in their company was wounded, killed, or gave birth.,

In addition to examining the details of everyday military life and the harsh challenges of -warfare for these
women—which included injury, capture, and imprisonment—BIlanton and Cook discuss the female warrior
as an icon in nineteenth-century popular culture and why -twentieth-century historians and society ignored
women soldiers’ contributions. Shattering the negative assumptions long held about Civil War distaff
soldiers, this sophisticated and dynamic work sheds much-needed light on an unusual and overlooked facet
of the Civil War experience.
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From reader reviews:
Ila Petty:

Book is actually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. Y ou can realize everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. Aswe know that book isimportant matter to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A reserve They Fought Like Demons. Women
Soldiersin the American Civil War (Conflicting Worlds Series) will make you to end up being smarter. You
can feel alot more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think in which open or
reading any book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you
looking for best book or acceptable book with you?

Kathleen Strickland:

What do you regarding book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what yours problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy particular person? If
you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have free
time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They should answer that question mainly
because just their can do in which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, itis
suitable. Because start from on pre-school until university need this particular They Fought Like Demons:
Women Soldiers in the American Civil War (Conflicting Worlds Series) to read.

Robert Clark:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book mainly book entitled They
Fought Like Demons: Women Soldiers in the American Civil War (Conflicting Worlds Series) your head
will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will
become your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a publication then become one application
form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get just before. The They Fought Like Demons:
Women Soldiersin the American Civil War (Conflicting Worlds Series) giving you another experience more
than blown away the mind but also giving you useful facts for your better life with this era. So now let us
teach you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading
through it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Kenneth Cunningham:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside together with friends, fun activity along with family
or just watching TV 24 hours aday. Y ou can have new activity to spend your whole day by examining a
book. Ugh, yathink reading a book can definitely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok
you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like They Fought Like
Demons: Women Soldiers in the American Civil War (Conflicting Worlds Series) which is getting the e-
book version. So, try out this book? Let's observe.
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