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“We can begin with a kiss, though this will not turn out to be a love story, at least not a love story of
anything like the usual kind.”

So begins A Very Queer Family Indeed, which introduces us to the extraordinary Benson family. Edward
White Benson became Archbishop of Canterbury at the height of Queen Victoria’s reign, while his wife,
Mary, was renowned for her wit and charm—the prime minister once wondered whether she was “the
cleverest woman in England or in Europe.” The couple’s six precocious children included E. F. Benson,
celebrated creator of the Mapp and Lucia novels, and Margaret Benson, the first published female
Egyptologist.

What interests Simon Goldhill most, however, is what went on behind the scenes, which was even more
unusual than anyone could imagine. Inveterate writers, the Benson family spun out novels, essays, and
thousands of letters that open stunning new perspectives—including what it might mean for an adult to kiss
and propose marriage to a twelve-year-old girl, how religion in a family could support or destroy
relationships, or how the death of a child could be celebrated. No other family has left such detailed records
about their most intimate moments, and in these remarkable accounts, we see how family life and a family’s
understanding of itself took shape during a time when psychoanalysis, scientific and historical challenges to
religion, and new ways of thinking about society were developing. This is the story of the Bensons, but it is
also more than that—it is the story of how society transitioned from the high Victorian period into
modernity.
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From reader reviews:

Luke Shaffer:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get large
amount of stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will
say absolutely of course. People is human not a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are
there when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then
ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, often the book
you have read is actually A Very Queer Family Indeed: Sex, Religion, and the Bensons in Victorian Britain.

Doris Griffin:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with friends is thing that usually
you could have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love A Very Queer Family Indeed: Sex, Religion, and
the Bensons in Victorian Britain, you can enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still desire to
miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout men. What? Still don't buy it, oh
come on its named reading friends.

Elizabeth Maez:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this A Very Queer Family Indeed: Sex,
Religion, and the Bensons in Victorian Britain e-book written by well-known writer whose to say well how
to make book that can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written in good manner for you,
dripping every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still question A Very
Queer Family Indeed: Sex, Religion, and the Bensons in Victorian Britain as good book not merely by the
cover but also through the content. This is one publication that can break don't assess book by its deal with,
so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already
alerted you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Carmine Caulfield:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen want book to know the revise information of year to be able to year. As we know
those guides have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world.
With the book A Very Queer Family Indeed: Sex, Religion, and the Bensons in Victorian Britain we can
have more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To be creative person must love to read a book.
Simply choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life with this
book A Very Queer Family Indeed: Sex, Religion, and the Bensons in Victorian Britain. You can more
desirable than now.
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