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Cdlifornid s early history was both colorful and turbulent. After Europeans first explored the region in the
sixteenth century, it was conquered and colonized by successive waves of adventurers and settlers. In
Contest for California, award-winning author Stephen G. Hyslop draws on awide array of primary sources
to weave an elegant narrative of this epic struggle for control of the territory that many saw as a beautiful,
sprawling land of promise.

Invivid detail, Hyslop traces the story of early Californiafrom its founding in 1769 by Spanish coloniststo
its annexation in 1848 by the United States. He describes the motivations and activities of colonizers and
colonized alike. Using eyewitness accounts, he allows all participants—Native American, Spanish, Mexican,
and Anglo-American—to have their say. Soldiers, settlers, missionaries, and merchants testify to the heroic
and commonplace, the colorful and tragic, in California’s pre-American history.

Even as he acknowledges the dark side of this story, Hyslop avoids a simplistic perspective. Moving beyond
the polarities that have marked | ate-twentieth-century California historiography, he offers nuanced portraits
of such controversial figures as Junipero Serra and treats the Californios and their distinctive Hispanic
culture with arespect lacking in earlier histories. Attentive to tensions within the invading groups—priests
and the military during the Spanish era, merchants and settlers during the American era—he also never loses
sight of their impact on the original inhabitants of the region: California’ s Native peoples. He a so recounts
the journeys of colonists from Russia, England, and other countries who influenced the development of
Cdliforniaasit passed from the hands of Spaniards and Mexicansto Americans.

Exhaustively researched yet concise, this book offers a much-needed alternative history of early California
and its evolution from Spanish colony to American territory.
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From reader reviews:
Joe Béll:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information these days can get by anyonein
everywhere. The information can be ainformation or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider while those information which isinside former life are hard to be find than now istaking seriously
which oneis suitable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take Contest for California: From Spanish Colonization to the
American Conquest (Before Gold: California Under Spain and Mexico) as your daily resource information.

Valerie Wright:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with friendsis thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not sensetired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you aready been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Contest for California: From
Spanish Colonization to the American Conquest (Before Gold: California Under Spain and Mexico), it is
possible to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still desire to missit? What kind of hangout typeis
it? Oh seriously its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its referred to as reading
friends.

Lydia Rogers:

Beside that Contest for California: From Spanish Colonization to the American Conguest (Before Gold:
California Under Spain and Mexico) in your phone, it may give you away to get nearer to the new
knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from oven so don't always
be worry if you fedl like an older people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Contest for
Cdlifornia: From Spanish Colonization to the American Conquest (Before Gold: California Under Spain and
Mexico) because this book offers for you readable information. Do you often have book but you don't get
what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable
option here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss
it? Find this book and read it from currently!

Marc Medina;

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. Y ou can take knowledge and information
from abook. Book is created or printed or created from each source in which filled update of news. On this
modern eralike right now, many waysto get information are available for anyone. From media social similar
to newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. Y ou can add your
understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just searching for the
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