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What can fashionable ideas, blind faith, or pure fantasy possibly have to do with the scientific quest to
understand the universe? Surely, theoretical physicists are immune to mere trends, dogmatic beliefs, or
flights of fancy? In fact, acclaimed physicist and bestselling author Roger Penrose argues that researchers
working at the extreme frontiers of physics are just as susceptible to these forces as anyone else. In this
provocative book, he argues that fashion, faith, and fantasy, while sometimes productive and even essential
in physics, may be leading today's researchers astray in three of the field's most important areas--string
theory, quantum mechanics, and cosmology.

Arguing that string theory has veered away from physical reality by positing six extra hidden dimensions,
Penrose cautions that the fashionable nature of a theory can cloud our judgment of its plausibility. In the case
of quantum mechanics, its stunning success in explaining the atomic universe has led to an uncritical faith
that it must also apply to reasonably massive objects, and Penrose responds by suggesting possible changes
in quantum theory. Turning to cosmology, he argues that most of the current fantastical ideas about the
origins of the universe cannot be true, but that an even wilder reality may lie behind them. Finally, Penrose
describes how fashion, faith, and fantasy have ironically also shaped his own work, from twistor theory, a
possible alternative to string theory that is beginning to acquire a fashionable status, to "conformal cyclic
cosmology," an idea so fantastic that it could be called "conformal crazy cosmology."

The result is an important critique of some of the most significant developments in physics today from one of
its most eminent figures.
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From reader reviews:

Derek Morton:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading
practice give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on
what kind of publication you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education books but if you
want sense happy read one having theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The actual Fashion,
Faith, and Fantasy in the New Physics of the Universe is kind of book which is giving the reader
unpredictable experience.

Jody Tolar:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Fashion, Faith, and Fantasy in the New Physics
of the Universe publication written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which might
be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written within good manner for you, leaking every ideas
and producing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still hesitation Fashion, Faith, and
Fantasy in the New Physics of the Universe as good book not merely by the cover but also by content. This
is one book that can break don't determine book by its cover, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense
to pick this specific!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening
to an additional sixth sense.

Kellie Smith:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you will get it
in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This kind of Fashion, Faith, and Fantasy in the New Physics
of the Universe can give you a lot of buddies because by you considering this one book you have matter that
they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get
success. This guide offer you information that probably your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more
than various other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let me have Fashion, Faith, and Fantasy in
the New Physics of the Universe.

Herbert Willams:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This specific book Fashion, Faith, and Fantasy in the New
Physics of the Universe was colorful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Fashion,
Faith, and Fantasy in the New Physics of the Universe has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until
adolescents. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and believe you are the
character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and
relax. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading that will.
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