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In the summer of 1993, Thomas Harding traveled to Germany with his grandmother to visit a small house by
a lake on the outskirts of Berlin. It had been her “soul place,” she said—a holiday home for her and her
family, but also a refuge—until the 1930s, when the Nazis’ rise to power forced them to leave.

The trip was his grandmother’s chance to remember her childhood sanctuary as it was. But the house had
changed, and when Harding returned once again nearly twenty years later, it was about to be demolished. It
now belonged to the government, and as Harding began to inquire about whether the house could be saved,
he unearthed secrets that had lain hidden for decades. Slowly he began to piece together the lives of the five
families who had lived there: a wealthy landowner, a prosperous Jewish family, a renowned composer, a
widow and her children, a Stasi informant. All had made the house their home, and all but one had been
forced out.

The house had weathered storms, fires and abandonment, witnessed violence, betrayals and murders, and had
withstood the trauma of a world war and the dividing of a nation. Breathtaking in scope and intimate in its
detail, The House by the Lake is a groundbreaking and revelatory new history of Germany, told over a
tumultuous century through the story of a small wooden house.
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From reader reviews:

Larry Gutierrez:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yeah, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or maybe read a book titled The House by the Lake:
One House, Five Families, and a Hundred Years of German History? Maybe it is for being best activity for
you. You already know beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can better than before.
Do you agree with their opinion or you have various other opinion?

Andre Roop:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or all
their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic in the
park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill
your own free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your free of charge time/ holiday.
The first thing you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try out look for book,
may be the publication untitled The House by the Lake: One House, Five Families, and a Hundred Years of
German History can be fine book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Michael Harmon:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read any
book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the whole day to
reading a book. The book The House by the Lake: One House, Five Families, and a Hundred Years of
German History it is quite good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. We were
holding enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy
typically the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not too
costly but this book has high quality.

Spencer Fuentes:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-book
way, more simple and reachable. That The House by the Lake: One House, Five Families, and a Hundred
Years of German History can give you a lot of pals because by you investigating this one book you have
matter that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one
step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't know, by
knowing more than additional make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let me have The
House by the Lake: One House, Five Families, and a Hundred Years of German History.
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