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Torture is the most widespread human rights crime in the modern world, practiced in more than one hundred
countries, including the United States. How could something so brutal, almost unthinkable, be so prevalent?
The Phenomenon of Torture: Readings and Commentary is designed to answer that question and many
others. Beginning with a sweeping view of torture in Western history, the book examines questions such as
these: Can anyone be turned into a torturer? What exactly is the psychological relationship between a torturer
and his victim? Are certain societies more prone to use torture? Are there any circumstances under which
torture is justified—to procure critical information in order to save innocent lives, for example? How can
torture be stopped or at least its incidence be reduced?

Edited and with an introduction by the former Executive Director of Amnesty International USA, The
Phenomenon of Torture draws on the writings of torture victims themselves, such as the Argentinian
journalist Jacobo Timerman, as well as leading scholars like Elaine Scarry, author of The Body in Pain. It
includes classical works by Voltaire, Jeremy Bentham, Hannah Arendt, and Stanley Milgram, as well as
recent works by historian Adam Hochschild and psychotherapist Joan Golston. And it addresses new
developments in efforts to combat torture, such as the designation of rape as a war crime and the use of the
doctrine of universal jurisdiction to prosecute perpetrators. Designed for the student and scholar alike, it is, in
sum, an anthology of the best and most insightful writing about this most curious and common form of
abuse. Juan E. Méndez, Special Advisor to the United Nations Secretary General on the Prevention of
Genocide and himself a victim of torture, provides a foreword.
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From reader reviews:

Harry Nelson:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite e-book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the e-book entitled The Phenomenon of Torture: Readings and Commentary
(Pennsylvania Studies in Human Rights). Try to the actual book The Phenomenon of Torture: Readings and
Commentary (Pennsylvania Studies in Human Rights) as your pal. It means that it can to be your friend
when you really feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very
fortuned for yourself. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know every little thing by
the book. So , we should make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Marie Nitta:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they are still students or it for all people in the world,
what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has different
personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't need do
that. You must know how great and also important the book The Phenomenon of Torture: Readings and
Commentary (Pennsylvania Studies in Human Rights). All type of book is it possible to see on many
sources. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Wilson Gonzalez:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity using family or just watching
TV the entire day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, do you think
reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It alright you can have the
e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Phenomenon of Torture: Readings
and Commentary (Pennsylvania Studies in Human Rights) which is getting the e-book version. So , why not
try out this book? Let's find.

Scott Marin:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many problem for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy intended for reading.
Some people likes examining, not only science book but additionally novel and The Phenomenon of Torture:
Readings and Commentary (Pennsylvania Studies in Human Rights) or even others sources were given
information for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel need to read more and more.
Science e-book was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to
increase their knowledge. In additional case, beside science reserve, any other book likes The Phenomenon
of Torture: Readings and Commentary (Pennsylvania Studies in Human Rights) to make your spare time
considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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