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These studies fall under the rubric of “the political economy of slavery,” not “the economics of slavery,”
because they are concerned less with economics or even economic history as generally understood than with
the economic aspect of a society in crisis. They argue that slavery gave the South a social system and a
civilization with a distinct class structure, political community, economy, ideology, and a set of
psychological patterns and that, as a result, the South increasingly grew away from the rest of the nation and
from the rapidly developing sections of the world. That this civilization had difficulty in surviving during the
nineteenth century – a bourgeois century if any deserves the name – raises only minor problems. The
difficulty, from this point of view, was neither economic, nor political, nor moral, nor ideological; it was all
of these, which constituted manifestations of a fundamental antagonism between modern and premodern
worlds.

The premodern quality of the Southern world was imparted to it by its dominant slaveholding class. Slavery
has existed in many places, side by side with other labor systems, without producing anything like the
civilization of the South. Slavery gave the South a special way of life because it provided the basis for a
regional social order in which the slave labor system could dominate all others. Southern slavery was not
“mere slavery” – to recall Louis Hartz’s luckless term – but the foundation on which rose a powerful and
remarkable social class: a class constituting only a tiny portion of the white population and yet so powerful
and remarkable as to try, with more success than our neo-abolitionists care to see, to build a new, or rather to
rebuild an old, civilization.
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From reader reviews:

Herbert Beckley:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive currently, people have
do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a reserve your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand up than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading the book, we give you this kind of The political economy of
slavery;: Studies in the economy & society of the slave South book as nice and daily reading e-book. Why,
because this book is greater than just a book.

John Jonas:

Now a day those who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not require people to be aware of each data they get. How individuals to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Studying a book can
help folks out of this uncertainty Information mainly this The political economy of slavery;: Studies in the
economy & society of the slave South book because this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of
course the knowledge in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Jose German:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your limited time to read it because all of this time you only find publication that need more time
to be read. The political economy of slavery;: Studies in the economy & society of the slave South can be
your answer because it can be read by anyone who have those short extra time problems.

Evelyn Rogers:

It is possible to spend your free time to study this book this e-book. This The political economy of slavery;:
Studies in the economy & society of the slave South is simple bringing you can read it in the park your car,
in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not include much space to bring often the printed book, you can
buy the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Therefore
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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