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Economists and others have long believed that by balancing the costs of such public goods as air quality and
wilderness areas against their benefits, informed policy choices can be made. But the problem of putting a
dollar value on cleaner air or water and other goods not sold in the marketplace has been a major stumbling
block. Mitchell and Carson, for reasons presented in this book, argue that at this time the contingent
valuation (CV) method offers the most promising approach for determining public willingness to pay for
many public goods---an approach likely to succeed, if used carefully, where other methods may fail. The
result of ten years of research by the authors aimed at assessing how surveys might best be used to value
public goods validly and reliably, this book makes a major contribution to what constitutes best practice in
CV surveys. Mitchell and Carson begin by introducing the contingent valuation method, describing how it
works and the nature of the benefits it can be used to measure, comparing it to other methods for measuring
benefits, and examining the data-gathering technique on which it is based---survey research. Placing
contingent valuation in the larger context of welfare theory, the authors examine how the CV method impels
a deeper understanding of willingness-to-pay versus willingness-to-accept compensation measures, the
possibility of existence values for public goods, the role of uncertainty in benefit valuation, and the question
of whether a consumer goods market or a political goods market (referenda) should be emulated. In
developing a CV methodology, the authors deal with issues of broader significance to survey research. Their
model of respondent error is relevant to current efforts to frame a theory of response behavior and bias
typology will interest those considering the cognitive aspects of answering survey questions. Mitchell and
Carson conclude that the contingent valuation method can obtain valid valuation information on public
goods, but only if the method is applied in a way that addresses the potential sources of error and bias. They
end their book by providing guidelines for CV practitioners, a list of questions that should be asked by any
decision maker who wishes to use the findings of a CV study, and suggestions for new applications of
contingent valuation. Additional features include a comprehensive bibliography of the CV literature and an
appendix summarizing more than 100 CV studies.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Temple:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice by simply
surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading. Yes, by
reading a guide your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand than other is high. For you who
want to start reading any book, we give you this specific Using Surveys to Value Public Goods: The
Contingent Valuation Method (McGraw-Hill Series in Industrial) book as beginner and daily reading book.
Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Ronald Jackson:

The e-book untitled Using Surveys to Value Public Goods: The Contingent Valuation Method (McGraw-Hill
Series in Industrial) is the book that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the
reserve content that will be shown to you. The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily
to understand. The author was did a lot of analysis when write the book, to ensure the information that they
share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Using Surveys to Value Public
Goods: The Contingent Valuation Method (McGraw-Hill Series in Industrial) from the publisher to make
you far more enjoy free time.

Mark Miller:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This particular Using Surveys to Value Public Goods: The
Contingent Valuation Method (McGraw-Hill Series in Industrial) can give you a lot of friends because by
you looking at this one book you have matter that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting
person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you information
that probably your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than additional make you to be great folks. So ,
why hesitate? Let me have Using Surveys to Value Public Goods: The Contingent Valuation Method
(McGraw-Hill Series in Industrial).

David George:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our information for everything. By a guide we can know
everything you want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This book Using Surveys to Value Public Goods: The Contingent Valuation
Method (McGraw-Hill Series in Industrial) was filled in relation to science. Spend your extra time to add
your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading the book.
If you know how big benefit from a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like
today, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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