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"Career waitresses do more than just serve food. They are part psychiatrist, part grandmother, part friend,
and they serve every walk of American life: from the retired and the widowed, to the wounded and the
lonely, and from the working class to the wealthy. The classic diner waitress is an icon of American culture. .
. . This book takes a moment to honor and recognize waitresses' contribution to our communities. Doing this
project has helped me to redefine my perspective on life, work, and happiness. It has made me reevaluate the
myth of the American dream that says you need to have an 'important' job to be happy."?from Counter
CultureIn large cities and small towns across the country, the best diners and coffee shops are more than just
restaurants: they are neighborhood institutions that bring together communities. From the Gold 'N Silver Inn
in Reno, Nevada to the U.S.A. Country Diner in Windsor, New Jersey, these special places are not defined
by their menus or décor, but by the waitresses who have establish bonds with their customers and their
communities over years-and sometimes decades-of service. Counter Culture is a window into the lives of
career waitresses who have worked in diners and coffee shops for up to sixty years. Since 2001, Candacy A.
Taylor (a former waitress herself) has traveled more than 26,000 miles throughout the United States
collecting stories of these "lifers," as many waitresses aged fifty or over playfully call themselves. She
interviewed fifty-seven waitresses in thirty-eight towns and cities. Their compelling stories are
complemented and enhanced by Taylor's striking color photographs of the waitresses at work.Taylor
expected that the waitresses she'd meet would feel overworked and underappreciated, but was surprised and
delighted to find that the opposite was true. The proud, capable waitresses Taylor interviewed loved their
jobs and, even if given the opportunity, "wouldn't do anything else." Nearly all the waitresses said that the
physical labor of waitressing helped them to age more gracefully and that the daily contact with customers
and coworkers kept them socially engaged. Lifers generally make more money from serving regular
customers with whom they forge bonds over decades and their seniority earns them respect from their
coworkers and managers. Taylor's sensitive and respectful portrayal of career waitresses who have turned
their jobs into a rewarding lifetime pursuit turns Counter Culture into an invaluable portrait of the continued
importance of community in our changing society.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Williams:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or even playing
video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity here is look different you can read the
book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the entire day to reading
a e-book. The book Counter Culture: The American Coffee Shop Waitress it is very good to read. There are a
lot of those who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. In the event you did
not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this
book from a smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book offers high quality.

Brian Street:

This Counter Culture: The American Coffee Shop Waitress is great book for you because the content that is
certainly full of information for you who also always deal with world and also have to make decision every
minute. This specific book reveal it facts accurately using great coordinate word or we can claim no
rambling sentences included. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't
mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but tough core information with wonderful delivering
sentences. Having Counter Culture: The American Coffee Shop Waitress in your hand like having the world
in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no e-book that offer you world with
ten or fifteen minute right but this book already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hey there Mr.
and Mrs. active do you still doubt which?

Kimberly Pratt:

Beside this Counter Culture: The American Coffee Shop Waitress in your phone, it can give you a way to get
closer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh in the
oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have
Counter Culture: The American Coffee Shop Waitress because this book offers to you personally readable
information. Do you occasionally have book but you do not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that
won't happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, similar to
treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the idea? Find this book as well as read it from today!

Ignacio Lewis:

Guide is one of source of expertise. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen want book to know the change information of year to year. As we know those publications have many
advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. Through the book
Counter Culture: The American Coffee Shop Waitress we can acquire more advantage. Don't you to be
creative people? To become creative person must want to read a book. Just choose the best book that
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acceptable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with that book Counter Culture: The
American Coffee Shop Waitress. You can more desirable than now.
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