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In the wake of World War II, Americans developed an unusually deep and all-encompassing national unity,
as postwar affluence and the Cold War combined to naturally produce a remarkable level of agreement about
the nation's core values. Or so the story has long been told. Inventing the "American Way" challenges this
vision of inevitable consensus. Americans, as Wendy Wall argues in this innovative book, were united, not
so much by identical beliefs, as by a shared conviction that a distinctive "American Way" existed and that
the affirmation of such common ground was essential to the future of the nation. Moreover, the roots of
consensus politics lie not in the Cold War era, but in the turbulent decade that preceded U.S. entry into
World War II. The social and economic chaos of the Depression years alarmed a diverse array of groups, as
did the rise of two "alien" ideologies: fascism and communism. In this context, Americans of divergent
backgrounds and beliefs seized on the notion of a unifying "American Way" and sought to convince their
fellow citizens of its merits.

Wall traces the competing efforts of business groups, politicians, leftist intellectuals, interfaith proponents,
civil rights activists, and many others over nearly three decades to shape public understandings of the
"American Way." Along the way, she explores the politics behind cultural productions ranging from The
Adventures of Superman to the Freedom Train that circled the nation in the late 1940s. She highlights the
intense debate that erupted over the term "democracy" after World War II, and identifies the origins of
phrases such as "free enterprise" and the "Judeo-Christian tradition" that remain central to American political
life. By uncovering the culture wars of the mid-twentieth century, this book sheds new light on a period that
proved pivotal for American national identity and that remains the unspoken backdrop for debates over
multiculturalism, national unity, and public values today.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Densmore:

Book is definitely written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can recognize everything you want by
a e-book. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A reserve Inventing the "American Way": The
Politics of Consensus from the New Deal to the Civil Rights Movement will make you to become smarter.
You can feel much more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think this
open or reading a new book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have
you seeking best book or acceptable book with you?

Joseph Ortiz:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice simply
by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Yes, by
reading a e-book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stay than other is high. To suit your
needs who want to start reading any book, we give you this kind of Inventing the "American Way": The
Politics of Consensus from the New Deal to the Civil Rights Movement book as nice and daily reading e-
book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Miguel Lynch:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information presently can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a information or any news even restricted. What people must be consider while those
information which is inside the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking seriously which one
would work to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource
then you buy it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will
not happen in you if you take Inventing the "American Way": The Politics of Consensus from the New Deal
to the Civil Rights Movement as the daily resource information.

Donna Moore:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from the
book. Book is written or printed or descriptive from each source that will filled update of news. With this
modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social just
like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just seeking the
Inventing the "American Way": The Politics of Consensus from the New Deal to the Civil Rights Movement
when you required it?
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