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Publishers Weekly
Freely mixing travelogue, history and offhand cultural commentary, Daley's serendipitous journey appraises
France's soul. Whether he is expressing consternation at Avignon's immense Palace of the Popes, monument
to medieval extravagance, or tracking the legend of bike racer Jacques Anquetil, Daley has a knack for the
telling detail, the unusual observation. A few of these 19 vignettes delve into little-known events, like the
building of French concentration camps in the Pyrenees during WW II. Among the indelible portraits we find
those of French soldier- politican-aristocrat Lafayette, Grace Kelly, Scottish novelist Tobias Smollett
(inventor of the ``fabulous Riviera'' mystique) and De Gaulle, an obscure brigadier general in 1940 worried
mainly about his wife and retarded daughter. Other pieces deal with Lourdes, Bordeaux, a perfume factory in
Grasse, Jules Massenet writing operas in Paris and the Sansons family, which operated the guillotine through
six generations.

Library Journal
Popular writer Daley whips up a delightful blend of history and anecdote mixed with a little travelog to
provide an intimate, refreshing look at France. Each chapter draws a revealing portrait of a place. ``As much
as possible, I have based my descriptions on scars that can still be seen today,'' Daley writes, "scars on the
national body, each one dating from some accident in its past.'' All of the familiar cities (Paris, Nice,
Bordeaux) are here, but not sites like the Eiffel Tower and Versailles. Daley's anecdotes are fascinating. He
writes about Charles Deville Wells, ``the man who broke the Bank of Monte Carlo,'' and a renegade cop who
ran a Paris gestapo. Recommended for those who enjoy a richer form of travel writing and seek a deeper
appreciation of France.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Walker:

This Portraits of France usually are reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The key
reason why of this Portraits of France can be on the list of great books you must have is actually giving you
more than just simple studying food but feed a person with information that possibly will shock your before
knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions in
e-book and printed people. Beside that this Portraits of France forcing you to have an enormous of
experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that could it useful in your day task. So ,
let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Clifford Harris:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of various ways to share
the information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially hype book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to others. When you read this Portraits of
France, you are able to tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours publication. Your
knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a book.

Ricardo Donaldson:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and pick
one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its include may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside seem
likes. Maybe you answer could be Portraits of France why because the amazing cover that make you
consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the
outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Henry Jones:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This book Portraits of France was vibrant and of course has pictures
on there. As we know that book Portraits of France has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until young
adults. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and think you are the character on
there. So , not at all of book are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose
the best book in your case and try to like reading that.
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